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© Principal Secretary of State, 
— Oneof His Majeſties moſt Honoura- 


"ble Privy Council, 
6 
Right Honourable, —. 
. Here preſent your Honour | 
with a ſhort and plain Ac= 
' 4 count of the onely preat 
 JImpoſtor , that ever continued ſo 
long proſperous in the World. T he 
| conſideration of whoſe Mean Ori- 
| ginal, Sudden Progreſs, 
{ and Preſent Grandeur , may 
| iuſitly awaken all Chriſtian Magi- 
| ſtrates into a timely ſuppreſsion of 
| Falſe Teachers, though never 
| /o deſpicable in their firſt Appea- 
3 rance , leſi (like Mahumed) 
A 2 they 
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they ſecond Hereſ1e with Force, 
and propagate Enthuſiaſm with 
= T—_ 
Tf you can have leave from 
Jour Great Affairs to peruſe the _ 
following Papers, your Honour 


of Mahumed and his DoQrine, 
_ to be free from many ridiculous 
but uſual Stories concerning them 
 _ both; which the prefent Ma- 
humedans laugh at, as thema= 
litious Inventions of the Enemies 
of their Prophet, And though 
many odde things are here ſet- 
down of this Impoſtor, yet they are 
all own'd by by SeCtaries, and | 
urged as proofs of bs Divine | 
Miſhon. —— 


will find the Account they 91ve L 


__ Dedicatory. 
But that for which tomy ſelf I 
ſeem leaſt accountable, ts the giving” 
your Honor the trouble of this Ad- 
dreſs; which indeed you bave drawn 
upon your ſelf, by your too great 
Lander and Generofity toward for— 
mer Inſtances. of this Nature. 
Befides, Accounts of thu kind 
 oupht in my judgment to be preſent- 
ed to Perſons who have Abjli- 
ties as well to Correct what is 
Erroneous , «s to Patronize 
the Truth, OED 
_ Ulceept thu, STR, as afin- 
cere Teſtimony and Confeſsion of 
my Gratitude and Aﬀection, 
and you oblige meto be for ever 


Your Honours 7 
Moſt Humble and moſt Obliged Servant, 


LanceLoT ADDISON. 
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Have taken ſome care fairly to 
report the things relating to 


= to free both from many fabu- 
lous paſſages have been Jong currant. 
in their Story. That [ have made the 
ſame publick, was with no other pur- 
poſe than to lee you know what 
manner of perſon Mahamed was, with 
whoſe Curſed DoGirine the greateſt 
part of Mankind is at this very ay 


ah 0 egregiouſly befooled, 


Mabumed and his DoGrine;and 


'T be CO N T E N TS. 
F the Name of Mahumed, ind 


Chap. O 
the pretended Prophecies de- 


claring his coming. RE, 3" 
Chap. 2. Of Mahumeds Pedegree Parents, 
i | and Tribe, &c. P. 
| Chap. 3. of Mahumeds Birth and Educati- 
i 072, CC. 'P- 12, 
Chap. 4 4. Of Cadigha's Dream, how Mahu- 

med became her Servant. How he was ſent 

7nto Syria by the Caravan 3 what hapned to 
him in his Journey. . Þ. Ig, 
Chap. 5. of Mahumeds ſecond Marriages, 
" Glekineſ, of life ; Revelations pretended to 


Juſtifie his looſeneſs. P. 26. 
Chap. 7 7. Of Mahumeds retirement, and how 
he began his Sef. P.-3I. 


Chap. G. How Mahumed received from Ga- 
| briel the firſt Chapters of the Alcoran. p. 36. 
Chap. 9. Of the Alcoran , the cirenmſtances 
of its Compoſure and Colleion. ,CCc. Þ. 39. 
Chap. lo. Of the Honour given to the Alco- 
+. Bs a5. 
* Chap. rr. Of the Sunt,7ts Name,Contents,and 
 _ Circumſtances of its ColleFion, &c. p. 53. 
; Chap. 12. Of the firſt Proſelztes of Mahumed, 
j- which he gained during the time he held a 
Conventicle in Mecca, P. 50. 
| Chap. 13. How Mahumed was forced to leave 
Mecca, 


« 
_—_—— Teens 


- The Contents. 


| Mecca, and flie to Medina. Of bis diſputes 


with the Jews there. A ſhort account of 
the Hegira. P. 63. 


| Chap. I 4. Of Mahumeds firſt Wars. P70. 


Chap. 15. Of Mahumeds Death, and : many re- 
 mavkable paſſages aboutit, pp. 78. 
Chap. 16. Containing ſome more rematkable 
Do@rines tanght by Mahumed, pp. 83. 


: Chap. I 7. Of the things conducing to the ro 
 Pagation of Mahumeds Herefie. 4nd firſt of | 


his carriage towards the Chriſtians. p.1oT. 


Chap.18.4 Copy of the League Mahumed made 
with the Chriſtians, whoſe Original was 


found in a Monaſtery on Mount Carmel , 


Mecca, and ( as ſome ſay) was ſent to the 


Kings Library in France. P- I04s 
_ Chap. 19. The 0pin10xs of ſome Learned Men 


concerning this Covenant, Pi 113, 
Chap.20.7hat Mahumeds carriage to the Jews 


and Arabians might be a help to nouriſh up. 


his Infant Sed.  Þ. TI7. 
Chap.21. 0f Mahumeds Paradiſes. P. 120. 
Chap. 22. Of Mahumeds Afiracles, p. 122. 


Chap. 23. A ſhort view of the ſtate of Chriſtia- 


nity atthe time ned began his Hereſte, 


How the diviſions in Chriſtian Religion 
_ might help up Mahumediſm. P- 126. 
Gag 24. 4 farther enquiry into the things 
conducing to Mahumeds advancement, &c. 


p.132. | 


_ ear Monnt Libanus, a days journey fhom 
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of the Name _ Mahamed 5 46d the 
pretended Prophecies —— bis 


Ke 


T0) Ome met (Gith Rabbi Joſe ;) 
Ze have brave Names, but mean D 
AQions; fome brave AQtions, 
FA Y@z and mean Names 3 and ſora 
y both brave Names and Adti- 
ons. In the firſt number M4- 
brad may not unficly bereckoned, who in 
excellency of Namie, was ſecond to none , | 
_ and yetin depravity of Manners had few M 
equals. For wwe are afſured by the Learned 
in the Arabian Language, that Mabumed 
comes of a word ſignifying Praiſe and Horror; 
and that this Notation of his Name, was but: 
4 preſage of his future Adions, whereby he 
merited and purchaſed both. Others fay, 
Mabiimed i impotts Thanksgiving ; which 1s to 
be underſtood, with reſpe& to their duty of 
Gratitude , who believe he procured great 
benefits for theni, And that there might 
[1 Want nothing of lacky Abodement in the 
| Natite of this Great Impoſtor , ſome of his 
[ B flattering 
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" AR flattering DoGors Paraphraſe it by A Man of 
| * Defres, which in Latin we may call Deſide- 
ri#s. And this notice of the Name they 
confirm, by a Sacrilegious application of the 
7 verſe of Hag. 2. to flthy Mahamed, which 
was ſolely intended of the moſt Holy Jeſar. 
| As to the Writing and Pronunciation of 
= this Name , there wants not variety, both 
* among the Greeks and Latins: (ome ſpelling 
i ft Machumet, and Machumeth ; ad others. 
| Mobummed, and Mubammud : butas to the 
Moors (whom we are chiefly to follow in this 
matter) thoſe of Barbary both Write and 
| Pronounce it, 4hmet , a Name familiarly 
| given to their Sons, as votive of their Vir- 
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taes, and commemorative of their Prophet. 
But though the Name of Mahumed,or Abmet, 
be now of very ordinary and common uſage 
among the Muſulmin ; yetit was of old a 
_ very great ſecret, and notlawful for any to 
i bear , whom they did not conjefure might 
| prove to be that Prophet, whom (they now 
| ſay) was everexpected by them. And here- 
[} 1n the Myuhbumedans produce a Tradition, 
{| which: Age hath made Authentique among 
| them, How'that there were but three Men who, 

were ever known by the Name of Mahumed, 
before their Prophet ; to whom their Parents 

gave this Namegin hopes they might prove that 
: Apoſtle of God , whom they expeFed. Now 
by that the Arabiars had a Tradition, that they 
= ' ſhould 
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ſhould have an Ap bh ſent unto them bY ? 
the Name of Mzhrmed, ſeems not obſcurely 
intimated by that ſevere Warning the falſe 
Prophet gave his followers; in the fixth 
Chapter of the 4/coMr (ſtyled the Chaptet 
of Arrah) where Mahumed having comn- 
| mended thoſe who fought in rank and file 
for his Law , he bids them, Aemember, that 
Moſes ſaid to his people, Te ſhall do me(that © 
 #,Mabumed) #0 harm : ye ſhall know in the 
end, that T am the Meſſenger of God. But 
God ſedured them from the right way , when 
they departed from obedience to his Comy- 
mandnients,he judgeth the,wicked. "Theſe are 
the expreſs words of the Alcorazx. But left 
the ſingle teſtimony of Afoſes ſtiould not be 
ſufficient to procure beliet to what he had 
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faid , he produceth Chriſt, ſpeaking to. the 
ſame purpoſe , - Remember, that Jeſus the Sort 


of Mary ſaid, 0 ye Chilaren of Iſrael, I aw 
to you the Apoſile of God, who hath ſent me 


to verifie and confirm the old Teſlament, and 
to declare unto you, that there ſhall come 4 
Prophet after me, whoſe Name ſball be Mahu- 
med, (faith Dy Ryers French Tranflation) 
whoſe Name is Achmed(faith another Tranfla- 


tion of the Alcorar) that is, Hahumed. Now 


if the old Arabians had not by fome blind 


| Tradition been taught to expe a Prophet 


under the Name we now ſpeak of, it would 
have been infinitely below the cunning and 
B 2 ————_ 
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ſagacity of this great Gheat, to have cited 


fayings of :Moſes, and Jeſ##, fo a putpoſe of 
which they before had never had the leaſt 
footſtep or intimation. And I am induced to 
believe, that all this wgs occaſion'd by ſonie 


Jewiſh cornipt Gloſs concerning the Meſſsas, 
and a miſtake abont the promiſe of ſending 


the Holy Ghoſt « for to this day, the Mahy- 
medans apply the promiſed Miſſion of the 


 Paraclete, to relate unto Mahymeds coming, 


and that in him it was certainly fulfilled, And 
that this may not be looked upon as a fingu- 


rity of mine own, we find thoſe Learned 
_ and Ingenious perſons, who have given us 


an account of the Mahamedan DoQors 1n this 
particular, do always bring them in confirm- 
ing the truth of Mahameds Prophetick'Office, 
by applying to him, what our Saviour ſpoke 


_ of the Holy Ghoſt, St. John 14. 16, 17. 


Fhough it 13 manifeſt to every attentive and 
ſober Diſcerner, that there 1s not in that Sa- 
cred Text the leaſt ground whereon to build 
ſuch an extravagant conjeture. - But yet 
we cannot deny the great ſubtilty of Mahu- 
med, in making fuch pretended promiſes to 
have their accompliſhment in his own meſſage; 
as alſo in making uſe of a dark Tradition, re- 
ceived. of the Arabians , concerning: their 


_ promiſe of an Apoſtle. And Itake the craft- 
"ty management of the ſaid Tradition, to 


have been the firſt Engine of raifing Mabamed 
EC. Gs 


736 


to the eantition of a Divine Meſſenger- 
Though it cannot be denyed, but he was a - 


Man of (o great aſſurance, that if he had not 


been aſſiſted with any ſuch Tradition , his 
Ambition and Hypoeriſi e would ſufficiently 


have tempted him to aſpire both to a Prince 


and a Prophet , ,, as we may ſhow in dye 
place. _ | 
But yet for all this, 1 find not Mabumed 
very forward in juſtifying his pretences upon 
the ſcore of Prediftions concerning his 
coming, though | his Doors are very zealous 
in aſſerting his Apoſtleſhip , upon the ac- 

count of Prophecies, among which they rec- 
kon the words of Moſes, Dent. 33. 2. The 
Lord came from Sinat, and roſe up from Seir 
unto them: he ſhined forth from Mount Paran. 
The Mahnmedan Dotors. from hence con- 


clude of a triple manifeſtation of God to _ 


Man : Firſt, by Moſes at Mount $7za7 ; Se- 
condly , by Chriſt at Mount Sezr 1n Pale- 
fline ; and laſtly,at Paran by Mahumed, which 


Soul ſay) 1s a great Hill near Mecca. By the 


rl},. he fent the. Law. by the ſecond, the 

Goſpel; by the third, the 4lcoran. The fame | 
Md dan Writers moſt Blaſphemouſly 
=e the ſecond yerſe of the 50 Pſalm, to 
the coming of their Apoſtle ; becauſe in the 

Syriack there is found the word Mahmud, 
which they abfurdly, and againſt all ſenſe of 
the words , interpret Mahumed. Though 
B 3 ..__ elthex 
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inter inthe Helps Text, or inbo gn 


fication of the Syriack, word, there is not 
the leaſt bottom to ſupport ſo wild a fancie ; 


_ 8s Men excelfently verſed in both Languages 


have niade it plain, But not to purſue this re- 


* P 


mark any farther , I ſhall diſmiſs it with ob- 


ſerving, that the great Paraſites of Mahomed, 
according to his threefold ſtate, aflign him'a_ 
triple Name and that during his abode ypon 
Earth, he was called Mabymed ; andin Pa- 
raiſe, Alvatraſizs 3 but aſcending thence intq 
Heaven, he was there ſaluted bythe Name 


of Achmed. For an account of which varia: 


tion, T Jeave the Reader ro Mahumeds wile 


by 


Taterpreters, © 
Laterpreters. 
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F-JorineG: the antecedent Chapter) with 

1 '4 equal brevity and plamnefs , fer down 
what more egregioully imparted' the Name 
of Mahamed, and intimited' the Holy | 
Scriptures that are forced'to infinuate his 
being defigned' for @' Prophet 3 1 ſhall 'en- 
deavour,with the ſame perſpicuity and ſhort- 


ack, tq give an account of his Parcntage. | 
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And not to engage in the differences which 
in this concern are to be met with, between 
the Saracen and Chriſtian ſtories; I ſhall 
through this whole diſcourſe chiefly adhere 
to the former,as being in all likelihood more 
competent to furniſh us with Mehameds Le- 
gend ; whoſe rife we ſhall take from the place 
| of his Nativity, winch isnot a little contro- 
 verted by the Perſia and Arabian Writers; 
both being deſirous to have him ſpring from 
their own Nation, and to be honoured with 
_ his Genealogie. But the prevailing opiaton 
makes him a Native of Mecca, a known Town 
tn Arabia the Happy. Where his Pedegree is 
. unanimouſly derived from 1/zzacl , who ac- 
 cordingto Jo. Andreas Manrus , married an 
Ethiopian Idolatreſs,by whom he had Twelve 
Children; namely , Nabayath, Caydar, or 
Kedar, Abdael, Nabſam , Maſna, Doama, 
Maſſa, Hadab, Thema, Jackour, Naphis, Red- 
. #4. Theſe being diſperſed through Arabza , 
Armenia, Perſia, took after their Mother, and 
became great Patrons and Propagators of 
Idolatry. - Some of them Worſhipt the Sun, 
others the Moon, others Fire, and others the 
Angels, _ But one of the Brothers is faid to 
have faln ſo greatly enamour'd of the Tree 
Betnlamar , that he made it his God; and 
another 1s ſaid to have been noleſs tranſport- 
ed with zeal and affection toward an old Ido], 
_ -called Bobinyn, But thoſe of their Relati- 
ETD B 4 . ons 


che raſh yow of his Father, was at yeats of 
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ns who kept their Paternal Habitations at 
' Mecca, remained conſtant Votaries to-the 


Idol: Alech Alleze; of which in due place. 
But to proceed. 1/zzeels Children being dif- 
perſed, as aforeſaid, his ſecond Son Caydar 
returned, and ſetled at Meeccs, (as moſt aflure 
us) where his Poſterity continued twothoy- | 
ſand eight hundred years; for fo long the. 
Mabumedany derive their Prophets deſcent 
from this Caydar. About which perjod,there 


| hapned to be born one Abdalls, whoby a - 


general agreement of the Saracen Hiſtories, 
1s concluded to haye been Mahameds Father. 
Abdalla ſignifies, (ſay the Moors) The ſervant 


_ of God; among whom it 1s an uſual Name, 


2nd often given to the Chriſtian Renegado's; 


as the ſigaificatian of the happineſs of their 


Conyerſion , as they vainly imagine. This 
Abdalla was ſorely perſecuted (ſaith Elwq- 
cinns) by the Jews, becauſe he was a very. 
warm and ſturdy afſertor of [dojatry. He 
was the Son of Abdolmutleb ; who, 1n a fit of 
zeal, 1s ſaid to have vowed to ſacrifice him 
to God, if he ſpould be the Father of ten 
Children 5 or, ſucceed happily in digging the 
Fountain Zemzem. '' But Abdolmyutleb having 
obtain'd his requeſt, was very loth to facri- 
fice his 4bdal/a; whereupon, he reſolved to 
commute, and redeem him with an Hundred 
Camels. Abdallg being thus delivered from - 


Ma- 


WITH 


Matuzity ——_ to one Hemrina, the Daugh- 


ter of YVahebas, the Son of Abdamonaſas. is 


But here it muſt be confeſſed, - that there has 
S been no ſmall difference. about Hemina's Pa- - 

rents;. ſome making her to be the Daughter 
of Hagab, and Halima , who dwelt not far 
from Mecca. But there are ſome, who make 


Hemina, to be the Daughter of one Guabbin, rw 


a perverſe Jew; but Jo. Andreas Maurus,who 
| had been a Moreſco Alfaqui, or Prieſt, and 
had no doubt fair opportunities to be in- 
| formed of the deſcent of Mahamed, though 
he.makes Hemina the Dapghter of Cuabbis 
yet he ſpeaks not a word. of his Religion: 
The EE ſtory of Mahimed makes him 
deſcended of a Pagqr Idolater, and a Pervi- 
cacious Jew 3 though I am inclin'd'to a con- 
trary opinion, from the Antipathy between 
theold Arab;ars and the Jews 3 which was 
ſo ocouclicabile, that it can ſcarce be fan- 
_ cied they ſhould take one another in Wed- 
lock. And this antipathy aroſe , eſpecially 
' from the different 'nature of their Religious 
Rites z the one being punQual obſervers of 
Unity 1 1a the God-head, and the other given 
up. to Polytheiſm. Beſides , both the old 
Arabian,and the  Jem,were at that time equal- 
ly cautious not to mingle and confuſe their 
' Tribes by inter-Marriages one with another , 
and much more with thoſe of a different 
"Tongue and Religion: 5 which tempts me to - 
be- 
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believe, that the ſtory of Mahnmeds Mother 
being a Jew, js fabulous, and without wirrant, 
Nor is their Tradition any more Authentique, 
who make him of a'very mean and contem- 
ptible Extraftion: for the 4Arabick Authors, 
Albunaſar and Elmacinws,' make him not 1g- 


| nobly deſcended; and'Erperias calls jt avul- 
' garerror to opine otherwiſe. 'Tis true, Ma- 
humeds Family was ſunk very low , and had 


a long, time been under the great inconve- 
niences of a narrow. Fortune : but this had 
not forfeited the, Honor of 'their Deſcext, or 


| Toft them the reputation and credit of Nob;- 


lity among their Tribes. In whoſe propa-. 
gation, and diſtintion , no Nation have 
been ever more ſcrupulous and careful, than 
the old Arabian. Having been ever vigilant, 
left by Forreign Marriages their Tribes and | 
Genealogies ſhould receive [diſturbance and 


oY 


Interruption. | And therefore'either out of 


imitation , or emulation of the Jews, they 
preſerved the Law of Marrying within their 


ſeveral and diſtin Caſts. © 


..-- Hottinger tells us, out of Thx Chalicar, a 


famous Arabiqn Author, that Eminal, the 
Prophets Mother (upon whom (faith Chalican) 
be Peace, 4nd the Prayers of God) ſprang of 


the Koraiſhites « where I cannot omit to tef 


my Reader out of Hottinger, as he doth me_ 


- Qutof Thy Chalican, that it was the Cuſtom 


of the Arabians, to fignalize their Tribes for 


ſome Vice, Vertue, or Skill &-c. Thus the 
Tribe of Thoal was known by the Name of 
Good Marks-men ; infomuch, that one who 
drew an Arrow well , was Proverbially ſaid 
to be as good an Archer as Thoalus, The. 
Tribe of the Gare's , by reaſon of their nu- 
- merous Riches, were called the Wealthy. But 
_ the Koraiſhites, from whom Eire deſ- 
_ cended-, was known by the Title. of Noble. 
Now amang the 4rebiavs, the Koraiſhites, 
and Nehates made up the extremities; the 


one beingeſtcemed the moſt Honourable ,and 
the other the. molt Vile among the Tribes : 
whereupon, they uſed by way of Proverb, 

to.figaibe theilowelt and higheſtrankof Men, 
by ſaying , Frow the Nabate's to vhe Korai- 
ſhites : from the later, Mahbamed undoubted- 

- ly derives his Parentage; and'from them' too 
| he received his greateſt oppoſition, none 
- more ſ{jubboraly reſifting his deſigns, as 
ſcoraing any of their Lineage ſhould ſer bd 
for an Impoſtor and Tyrancz for ſo they 
_ counted all who ſpoke againſt their [dol, _ 
- Under the Ponds a of Religion ſought for 
Empire: 


CHAP, 
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7! of Mabomets ww | and Edacatien 
1 [ Aving ken this fhort "roſpett of Me- 
ih - | Þ humeds Pedegree , our next ſtep is to 

| Ii his Conception and Birth; for the Arabians 
It are ſo punctual in his Legend , that they tell 
v6 | us thetimeof his Conception , and that-1t 
'[f,, was upon aFriday, in the Month Dulhajiah, 

| it; when God (lay hor) tranſmitted: al/ his fe- 

| |} cret light by Abdulla, into the Womb of Hes 

| | | mina. And albeit we meet with no diſcord 
REM as.,to the Day and Month of Mehumeds 
| Hh Conception, -yet Writers are not fo well 

| ( agreed as to the Year'of his Birth, which 
101 1188 i ſome place in the 571, others in the 570, 
81.3108 | but the moſt-in the 620 year of Chriſtianity. 
IF; And notwithſtanding this..difference among | 
| || Chronologiſts about the date of the falſe Pro- 
I l | __  phets Nativity, yet the general opinion of 
ns _ the Saracens makes him to be born upon a 
[Þ: Monday , and that his Nativity was atten- 
"WH ded with many Miracles, whereof Seven were 


more egregiouſly remarkable , and follow in 


1. His Mother Emina was free Cn all 


_ (713) 
thoſe.pains when ſhe bore him, whichiare in- 
cideiit to all other Women in Childbirth; 

2. She felt no anxiety , nor trouble of 
Mind, nor apprehenſion of danger, as is uſual 
to the reſt of her Sex in that condition. 

3. Mahumed being pulled from his Mother, 
fell upon his face, by that humble poſture to 
teſtifie his Worſhip to-God 3 and while he 
was thus proſtrate, he cryed out, O Mother / 
and then lifting up his head , heſpoke theſe 
words diſtin&tly ; Ideclare , That there is no 
God, except the one true God, and that I am 
his Legat. 

'- 4» Mahumed was born Circumciſed , as 
Adam,according to the Jews,was created. 

. 5. From the minute of Myahymeds Birth, 
the Devil. and his Angels were excluded 
Heaven, Now the meaning of this Miracle, 
depends upon this ſtory : The Moors believe 
that the Devils were wont to aſcend into Hea- 
ven , and to hear the private diſcourſes of 
the Holy Angels , and to ſteal away their ſay- 
ings; but when .their Apoſtle Mahumed was 
Born,they were forbidden to aſcend any longer. 
Upon this ſuddain excluſion , they repair to 
Abliſus the old Devil , and made him: ac- 
quainted with what had hapned ; and how they 
were debarr'd all ſuture entrance into Heaven : 
upon which tydings, he order'd them to com- 
paſs the Earth, from Eaſt to Weſt, and to ob- 
ſerve what new thine had laſt faln ont. 
They 
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They obey d his command, ant} jorrneged up 


was ſaid, Now cometh an Apoſtle of your ſelves 
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and down, till they came to Mecca, where they 
came to an Houſe that was environed with 
Angels, out of which a fire aſcended up to 
Heaven, and the Angels likewiſe in. a conti- 


grows order. Upon this diſcovery, they return d 
to Abliſus, whom they told what they had. 
fee; who at the hearing of the ſtory, gave 


« ſudden and fearful ſbrick, ſaying, 4 ſen is 


gone out , whereby we are admoniſhed , that 
God wil have mercy upon the Sons of Men,and 


therefore we are forbid to aſcend Heaven. 

6. His Nutſe 41:24 had been always dry 
of one Breaſt ; but ſhe no ſooner began to. 
give Mahamed fuck, but it was as full of Milk 
as the other. ho : 
7. At his Birth, a voice was heard from the 
four-corners of Caabz; from the firſt was 
heard, Preach, the truth is come, and no lye 
will appear, or return, From the ſecond it 


with whom is the mighty. From the thir 
was heard, Light,and 4 manifeſt Book is ſent 


unto you from God, And from the fourth 


corner iflued theſe words, O Prophet, we have 
ſent thee to be a Witneſs, Evangeliſt, and 
Monitor. nd 
.  Fheſe are the ſeven Wonders, which are 
confidently maintained to have hapned at 
Mahnmeds Birth 3 in whoſe larger relation fo 


many Blaſphemtes are to be met with, pre- 
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ferritg and extolling this wicked Miſcreanr 
above our moſt bleſſed Saviour , that T was 
afraid to give them a Tranſcription. But it 
| need not create our wonder, that the A/4- 
haumedan DoQors ſhould be thus large in the 
Encomiums of their Apoſtle, when as ſtrange 
things ire atteſted of St. Francis , by the 
Friars of his Order; and alfo by the Domi- 
nicans,in praife of their Founder. Bat weary 
of this palpable trafh , T leave it,to come to 
the time of Mahumeds Birth 5 which I find 
generally fixed by the Moors, in the 620 year 
of our Salvation. His Father dyed (ſay ſome) 
within two years after he was born; and 
others affirm, that he was a Poſthamas, and 
that before he was two years old, he was left | 
an Orphan : but his Mother , tender of her | 
Sons welfare, and by the fatal tokens of her | 
Diſtetaper, perceiving a few days would put | 
her in an vtter incapacity of looking after-his | 
Education, ſhe preſetitly ſent for his Nurſe 
Lala Alima, to whoſe care ſhe moſt affeQio- 
nately recommended young Mahamed,whom 
at the ſame time ſhe bequeathed to Hanze , = 
her Husbands Brother, who bore the charge _ 
of his breeding, till he was ſixteen years old. | 
And indeed , the Poverty of Mahnweds Pa- 
rents had left him ſo devoid of ſubſiſtance, 
that if his Ulnkle had not taken him into bis 
Tuition, he had certainly (as we now ſpeak) 
come to the Pariſh, But Harze having 
” brought 


CF q 
brought him up to ſuch years of diſcernment, 
as he was fit to ſhift for himſelf; and being 
not able, or unwilling tobe at farther charge 
with his Nephew , he: expoſed him to fale 
in the open Market ; where one 4bdael My- 
talib , liking the complexion of the youth, 
bought him of his Unkle. By his new Pa- 
' tron, ſay ſome, he was at firſtemployed in 
_ very inferiour Offices; till 4bdad Mutal:b 
perceiving in him a more then ordinary In- 
 genujty, and ſharpneſs of Wit, raiſed him to 
employments more agreeable to his Teniper. 
And being a Merchant, ſent him to negotiate 
his Affairs abroad , and by the firſt Caravar 
or Cafila, diſpatcht him his FaQor ; in which 
capacity he ſo well acquitted himſelf, that he 
no leſs advanced his Malters Trafique, then 
his own Reputation, In this way of buſineſs 
he continued till he was 25 years of age ; at 
which time his Maſter dyed, and Mabumed 
managed his concerns ſo well, that ſome fay 
he ſucceeded him both ia his Trade and Bed: 
_ For through carefulneſs in his Miſtreſſcs bu- 
fineſſes, ſay ſome or through Sorceries, ſay 
others, he ſo gain'd upon her affeftions, as 
that at laſt ſhe took him for her Husband. 
This Womans Name, ſay the common ſtories 
of Mahumed, was Gadiſha, of the ſame 
Tribe with himſeli, and one who was both 
very beautiful and wealthy. 


And. though what has now beeti ſpoker 
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(17) 
concerning Mahumeds Education and Mar 
riage, has paſſed very currant 1n the Exrope- 
«rn Accounts of him; yet I find it mach other- 
wiſe related out of the Saracen Writers of 

his. Life : of which, take this ſhort report. 
'  Mahumeds Father dyed two Months before 
he was Born ; and his Mother, when he was 
{1x years of age-: his Unkle 4bdolzruthleb re- 
ceived him into his tnition upon his Mothers 
death, who ſurvived her about two years; 
_ and he dying, Mahumed fell into the care of 
his Unkle 4butabeb, with whom he lived till 
he was fit to be diſpofed of in Marriage : 
but both his own, and Unkles fortunes,were 
at that time fo low, that they wanted where- 
with (according to the ancient cuſtom) to 
purchaſe him a Wife. Whereupon, Abuta- 
leb, and his Wife 4techna, reſolved to ſend 
him abroad with the Caravan that went for 
| Syria, and to entruſt him with the manage- 
ment of a {mall Adventure 3 hoping by this 
means to lay the beginning of his future wel- 
fare. And they were the more inclined thus 


; $ to put their Nephew into the World, by rea- 


ſon of his inclination to Merchandile 3 as alſo 
that they ſaw in him ſuch a compoſed Go- 
vernment of himſelf, as promiſed him a fair 
Y acceptance with whomſoever he ſhould 
happen to converſe. But how Mahumed 
performed his journey into Syria , and what 
therein befel him, we ſhall ſum up 1n the 
LE Om} ' next 


» 
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next Chapter , and conclude this with two 
Miracles that hapned to him when a Child. 
When Mahumed was with his Nurſe Alima, 
and about four years old , going with his 
Nurſes Sons into the field to fetch home the 
Cows (ſaith his famous Legendary Abanazar) 
the Angel Gabriel came unto him1n the like- 
neſs of a Man cloathed with a fnow-white 
Garment; and taking him by the hand, led 
him behind a little hill ; where with a razor 
he opened the Childs breaſt, and took one 
his Heart, and let out of it a fmall quantity 
of black water z__which, according to the 
Moors, 1s the matter by which the Devil 


tempts Men, From whoſe temptations A/z- 


hamed was for ever delivered, after the An- 
gel had taken away this Core. This being 

done, Gabriel put the Boys Heart into its 
place, and the Wound immediately cloſed 
and healed up. Another paſſage (which 4- 
bunazay calls a Miracle) was, that of the 
Monk Bohira 3 who, as Mahumed- came to 
Bozra , went forth to meet him, and ſpoke 
openly , how that ſome great thing (pointing 

at Mahumed) would be done by that Boy s and 
that his fame ſhould ſpread from Eaſt toWeſt. 
And the Monk having ſaid thus, Mehumed 
Claith his Legend) was covered with a Cloud, 
to the aſtoniſhment of all that beheld him. 
I ſhall not remark any thing upon theſe two 
ſtories, but leave it tothe judgment of every 
Reader, 


(19) 
Reader. Only give me Jeaveto takenotice, 
that whether ſuch things really hapned , or 
not, it matters not much, while they are 
| confidently believed by the Mahumedans , 
_ and entertained as no frail arguments to 
provethe excellency of —_ Prophet. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Cadighs' s Dream ; how Mahumed 


became her ſinwens. How he was 
ſent into Syria by the Caravan;what 
| bapned to bim in his Fourney. 


JFaring heard how Mabumed was under 
the Tutorage of his Unkle Abztaleb , 
and his Aunt Atechraz and how they were 
unable to prefer him, by reaſon of the nar- 
_ rowneſs of their fortunes ; - as likewiſe of 
their intent to furniſh him with an Adven- 
ture to go with the Cafile into 97734 : my 
Author tells me, that the better to equip him 
for that journey , they reſolved to place him 
with one Cadigha, a Woman of fingular 
probity,and one Cad to be very ſuccesful 
in her Trading into Syria, whither the was 
ſhortly to diſpatch a Caravan. To this Gen- 
tlewoman Abntabeb and Atechna addreſſed 
| C 2 them- 
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themſelves in the behalf of their Nephew ; 
expreſling a great deſire to have him go as 


her Servant into Syria. Cadigha accepted 


their profer, having thereunto been diſpoſed 
by a Viſion ; or Dream ,” which was 1 : 
Cadigha being one night in her bed, in a Vi- 


. fon, 4 the Sun deſcend from Heaven, and 


entring into her Houſe ; whole fp Jendor ſo 
difiaſed it felf , that not a oath in Mecca 
but therewith was enlightned. Cadigha 
awakening , began to ruminate upon the 


Viſion , and being therewith not a little- 


ſtartled, communicated it to her Unkle 
Varka , who being a great expounder of 
Dreams, gave hers this Interpretation ; vis. 
That in the laſt days 4 Prophet ſhould come , 
who was to be her Hutband; concerning 
whom , Cadigha asked her Unkle of what 
City he ſhould be > who anſwered, Of Mecca. . 
Of rk Tribe > Of the Caraiſhites. Of 

what Family 2 of the Haſchims. What 1s his 
Name? Mahnmed. Theſe things were much 
noifed abroad; and coming to the know- 
ledge of Abataleb, and Atechna, did much 
heighten their expettation of their Couſin, 

in whom all the aboveſaid circumſtances did 
concenter. And ſome ſay,that this was the oc- 
calion of their delire to place him with Ca- 
digha ,, and of her receiving him into her 
jervice. But ſhe ſuppreſſed her deſign to 
Marry him, till ſhe might {ce his management 
iN 


(31) | 
1n the Syr7an journey , Whither ſhe reſolved 
to ſend him. Yet as an earneſt of her reſpect 
and afteqion, ſhe gave him double wages, 
_ and ſome other teſtimony of her good liking; 
which was granted to none of thoſe ' who 
went the ſame journey with more confſide- 
rable truſt. ' For Mahymed 1s thought to 
- have had no higher employment in the Ca- 
ravan, than to drive the Camels. Abntaleb, 
not alittle elevated with Cadigha's grant to 
_ entertain his Nephew, inſtantly had him to 
her houſe, enjoyning him fidelity, diligence, 
and obſequiouſneſs 1n his ſervice; as the 
moſt probable means to advance him 1n his 
Miſtris's favor. When Mabumed came to 
Cadigha's , he ſate down at the door, and 
fell very penſive ; the tears flowed from his 
eyes; and beingin a deep melancholy and_ 
ſadneſs, the Angels therewith were ſo much 
affected, that they alſo wept (faith the ſtory) 
to ſee him ſo dejected. But the Caravan 
having their diſpatches, the Amir- Alkipha , 
or Captain thereof, commanded all that 
were to go along with him to appear 1n their 
jJourneying habits by ſuch a day. Mahumed, 
according to his inferiour condition, put on ' 
the Habit of a Camelero , but not without 
great reſentments, wiſhing his Parents were 
alive to ſee their Son thus dreſſed up in a 
Slaves habit. In his journey to Syria, many 
ſtrange paſſages are ſaid to have befaln him 3 
| C 3 2 but 


_ (2a) 

but one more remarkable then the reſt, is thus 
_ related : The Caravan coming to the Cottage 
of an old Hermit; where they uſed to refreſh, 
all the men went into the Hermitage, leaving 
Mahumed abroad with the Camels. The Her- 
mit asked if all the Company were there ; 
 *twas anſwer'd, all except a poor Boy, whom 
they had left with their beaſts : whereupon, 
the Hermit ſtepping out , brought him in; 
and inquiring concerning his Countrey, Pa- 
rentage, and Name,and being fully informed 
of each particular thereof, the Hermit open- 
Iy told them, That he was the Apoſtle of God 3 
and then with a loud voice added theſe 
words 3 There is #0 God, except God, and 
Mahumed his Prophet. Then the Hermit 
took the youth, and making bare his ſhoul- 
der, ſhewed them the privy Mark of a Pro- 
phet imprinted upon him 3 and concluding 
with high enlargements upqn his commenda- 
tion, and of the great things in proceſs of 
time that ſhould make up his Atchievements. 
Mahumed (oon found the good effett of the 
Hermits expreſſions, in the carnage of the 
Amir-Alkipha, which was ſo changed to- 
ward him, that often he became his Compa- 
nion : but once more eſpecially, when he 
took him with him to a Synagogue of the 
Jews , to ſee the cuſtomand faſhion of their 
Service 3 where Mahumed was no ſooner 
entred , but the chains in which their ny 
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and Candleſticks were hung up ,. upon the 
ſudden broke; and fell to the ground. The 
Jews being greatly affrighted with this acci- 
dent ,. conſulted their Rabbins what it might 
bode : who returned this anſwer; We have 
| fonnd (lay they) 7 the Law, that in the laſt 
i #imes, a certain Man ſhall come, called Ma- 
 humed; and that when ever he ſhall be pre- 
ſent at onr Feaſts, this thing ſhall happen : 
and for ought we know, he may now be here, 
and therefore let ſearch be made, to find and 


.* 


deſtroy bim. This we haverecorded by that. 


moſt egregious Trifler Abnunazar. oo 

Now Mahyumed being acquainted with the 
Jews deſign againſt him, as he was bethink- 
1ng himſelfof an eſcape,two Angels (faith the 
ſtory) ſuddenly took him upon their wings, 
tranſported him to' Mecca, where having ſpent 
fome few days in the converſation of his 
friends , the Legend tells us, he went to his 
Patroneſs Cadighz, to whom having given 
an account of his journey, he demanded his 
Wages; telling ber withal, that his Unkle 
and Aunt had much upbraided him with de- 
ſpondency of Mind, That he had made his 
addreſs of Love no ſooner, Here, forſooth, 
he bowed his head, bluſht, and made a ſtop. 
But Cadigha underſtood his meaning; and 
told him, That as for his wages, it amounted 
to ſo little, that it would not do him much 
ſervice; but (faith ſhe) Twill look out a Wife 
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for thee , one who is the moſh Noble, Beauti« 
and Rich among the Meckezes, and 
54M the Arabian Princes have courted to 
Marry. The only blot in her chara@er, is, the 
miſerable Death of her firſt Husband and if 
this could be paſt over by him , ſhe was at his 
| ſervice. With this large declaration of Ce- 
 dighz's reſpe&t, Mahumed was diſmiſt z who 
coming to his friends, ' communicated with 
them the whole matter. They tranſported 
with the profer , thought of accking bot its 
ACCOm pliſhment. And to thar-end, ſent: 
Kebab back to Cadigha, to tet her know, 
that he was wholly at ihr diſpoſal and devo- 
tion. The Marriage was ſoon compleated 

betwixt them; which brought Xahumed a 
_ fair Wife, a great Eſtate, and »0 little eſteem. 
And now we Tov the Impoſtor in Wedlock, 
being aged twenty four years, five months; 
and eight days. His Marriage was celebrated 
on-the ſame day of the week on which he 
was born.By Cadigha,Cadijah,or Gadiſa,(for 
all ſignifie the ſame Woman) he had ſeven 
agony" three Sons, namely, Kalem, or Ca- 
ſfn,(an aſual Name among the preſent Moors) 
Taher, and Mader; whoall dyed when young. 
He had alſo four Daughters, to wit, Phatema, 
Zeyneb, Rakia, Omcolthum, Unicultum. Pha- 
tera Was married to 4l;, Zeyneb to Abalre- 
biah, two Brothers ; and ET to: Thy 
Afr Ottamainds , who upon the death. of 
Om- 


os. 

Omcolthumz, married her Siſter Rakia. The 
three firſt were all married upon the- ſame 
Friday. But among all his Daughters, Phate- 
#14 was his: darling ; and for her virtues, is-ſo 
highly eſteemed” by the Mabamedans, that 
they number her among the principal women, 
and: compare her with the Bleſſed Virgin. 
Among Men, maniy have been famous (ſay 
the Mahumediſts) but among Women, theſe 
fourare reckon'd. for the chief ; namely, 42h 
the-Wife of Pharaoh; Mary, the Daughter 
of Imran; Cadigha, the Daughter of Cho- 
wailedi; and Phatema,the Daughter of Mz- 
bumed, whom we find giving her this Enco- 
mium : . Prgiſes be to God , who hath made 
thee like the Lady of the Women of theSons 
of Iſrael, that 1s, the Bleſſed Virgin. This 
commendation was delivered of her,upon the 
occaſion of a ſippoſed Miracle : of which 
an account will be given in the Chapter of 
Miracles. Mahymed lived with Cadigha 
twenty two years in Matrimony , and dying 
at Mecca, ſhe left her Husband great ſtore of 
Wealth: for ſhe was exceeding rich, as 1s 
plainly to be colleCted from the Prayer made - 
by Abutaleb, when he married Cadigha to his 
Nephew; which for its rarity I have her 
inſerted. | 
Praiſed be God, who has choſen us ont of 
the ſtock of Abraham , and made us of the 
linage of Imael, and hath given ws the Holy 
on 7 a Country 3 


Country, and the Houſe to which Pilgrims 
reſort from every quarter , and hath made 
as Judges among men. Furthermore, who 
has choſen my Coſin Mahamed, the Son of 
Abdollahi, whow none of the NobleKorai- 
ſhites car equal, nor be laid in the ſcales with 
him, for goodneſs worth, underſtanding, glory, 
ſharpneſs of wit. And although be be poor, 
(for certainly Riches are a ſhadow that paſſeth 
away, and « loan that muſt be reflored) yet 
is he in love with Cadijah the Danghter of 
Chowallidi , 4nd ſhe with bim; and what- 
ever portion is deſired, I take it upon my ſelf. 
This I find called a Prayer 3 but T leave the 
Ingenious Reader to give it a Name. + 
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CHAP. V. 


Of Mahumeds Second Marriages, fil. 
thineſs of life ; Revelations pre- 


tended to juſtify bis looſeneſs, 


Abumed , whom his SeCtaries are not 
1V j aſhamed to declare to have been in- 
Jatiably given to Venery, marryed ſeveral 
other Wives beſides Cadigha; as 4ijſcha or 
Axa the Daughter of 4bzbecer , and Sewde, 
the Daughter of Zamess, and Hafeza the 
Daughter of Howar. Theſe are upon record ; 
rn and 
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and it is certain he had ſeveral others , be- 
ſides very many Concubines. And though 
he confined his Profelytes to four Wives,yet . 
he laid not any ſuch reſtraint upon himſelf ; 
having received a licenſe from Gabriel to 
marry as many as he pleaſed, and a power 
to Divorce them when he liſted. Bur it 
gave no ſmall ſcandal to the Afoors, when 
he gave it out, that to have as many Wives 
as he pleaſed , was an indulgence granted 
him in particular, in token of the affection 
God bore him above other Men; . which 
blaſphemous afſſertion,was out of fear tamely 
yielded to by his timerons Adherents. So 
that when ever Mahymed had a mind to a 
new bed-fellow; the Angel Gabriel brought 
him a Revelation for ſodoing. But all this 
would not appeaſe the anger his Wives had 
conceived againſt the naughtineſs of his car- 
riage; eſpecially in point of ki: unequal con- 
verſation with them , contrary to Matrimo- 
mial Contraat : which boze of contention 
was quickly hurled out of doors, by a voice 
ſent from Heaven to ratifie what he did; 
in which alſo his Wives were enjoyned to 
ſurceaſe all murmuring againſt his ations, 
and to make a total reſignation of themſelves 
{. to his pleaſure, And what was yet more 
| ſevere, hepretended a command from God 
to prohibit his Wives to marry after it was 
his mind to divorce them , and that upon 
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man but himſelf. 


like fault, they would not only diſcover it , 


_ (88) 


of Hell , they ſhould never know any 


o 


Now. though I am weary of this deſpica- 


ble ſtuff, yet farther to illuſtrate Mahnmeds 


.unclean.Genius, and the bold miſcreancy of 


| his ſpirit, we find that he denied himſelf in 
...-----no inſtance of lewdneſs , but that he intitled 


God to a ſpectal approbation thereof, and 


' made it a divine teſtimony of the truth of 


his Apoſtleſhip. An exawple of what I now 


' mention , is to be met with in the ſtory of 
Marina; a Jewiſh -Damſel of about fifteen 
| | years of age 5 with whom Mahumed fell {o 
* deeply in love, that he defilted not till he 


had wearied her into his embraces, by the 


moſt ſubtle importunities. Burt being ſurpri- 
ſedin the villany, by the waking jealouſie 


of his Wives, Axaand Hafeza, he received 
from them a ſevere reprimend; they telling 


him how ill it became a Married man , and 


a Prophet, to be guilty of advoutry. Andit 


ſeems that Mahamed was fo aſtoniſhed with 


this reproof, and the conſciouſneſs of his 
own-irregularity , that he gave his Wives all 
poſſible aſſurances of future amendment ; 
promiſing that if they would not divulge it, 
they ſhould find greater pledges of his love 
than they had hitherto been acquainted with. 
They granted his requeſt , upon condition, 
that if ever they found him guilty of the 


but 


” OG > —- 
but repudiate his ſociety. But his affections 
were (till ſo warm toward Mariza, and the 
jealouſie of his Wives fo diligent, thatin a 
ſhort time they took him in her company. | 
Whereupon, they ſtraightway repaired to 
their Fathers, with all thoſe tokens about 
chem of women who had repudiated their 
Husbands. This inſtantly took air, and the 
matter of Marina became. Town-diſcourſe ; 
and a thouſand evil things were now ſpoken 
againſt Mahnmed, whoſe, mind was ſeized 
hereupon with a ſtrange deſpondency. And 
it is thought, that this had utterly forfeited 
him the reputation of a Prophet, had not 
Gabriel (as he pretended) brought him ſe- 
yeral Verſes from God, to juſtifie what he 
had done, and alſo to permit the Moors a 
liberty to embrace their ſhe-ſlaves with as 
much freedome as their Wives (a cuſtom not 
yet antiquated among the Mahamedans ;) 
and to obſtruct the future repining of his 
Wives, they. were by a pretended Revelati- 
on, enjoyned to be quiet and content. This 
was a very welcome [nſtitution to the Moors, 
and very prevailing with them to accept him 
for their Prophet, who had ſuch a care to 
oratifie their luſts. And as to Mabumeds 
carriage with Marina , it was from Heaven 
declared to be no Sin; as likewiſe that his 
Wives were very criminalin taking notice of 
it, and divulging what he did in ſecret 3 and 
tO 
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to reſtrain Axa's and Hefeza's vigilance and 
jealouſte for the future, in finding out the 
carnality of their Husband , they were ut- | 
terly forbid all ſuch deportment toward him, 


and commanded preſently. to return home, 


penitent for what they had done, -and to be 


content with ſuch a ſhare of his converſation 


and benevolence, as he ſhould daigne to 


grant them. 


By this ſubtle device; or rather diaboli- 
cal hypocriſie, he re-gained his Wives; and 
not only appeaſed the Moors, but cloſely in- 
ſinuated himſelf into their favour. To whom 
nothing was more acceptable, thai #o have 
the Indulgence of their vile affe@ions to be 
made an Article of their Religion, and a 


| piece of their Worſhip. And that this may 
not be imagined to bea meer calumny , de- 
_ viſed by the enemies of Mahrmediſmr, we 


find it recorded in the 66 Chapter of the 41- | 
coran , where the Wives of Noah a»d Lot are 


. produced as fearful examples of ſuffering pu- 


niſhment for not obeying their Husbands ; and 
whereMahumed is alſo commanded not to deny 
himſelf in any thing, for fear of diſcontent- 
ing his Wives, The Fathers of Axa or Aijſcha | 
and Hafeza, are ſaid to have humbly ſuppli- 
cated Mahumed to pardon their Daughters 


raſhneſs and folly, in diſcovering his Filthi- 
neſs ; and that the Moors (apon receipt of a 
Law to embrace their {laves)-ſurceaſed not 

. : to 


1% - a 
to reproach the faid 4x4 and Hafeze, till 
they returned unto, and made their peace 
with the Prophet. - 
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Of Mahumeds retirement, and bow be 
began bis Sei. 


I 'N mentioning Mahrmeds Wives, and his 

1 deportment in Wedlock , we have been 
forced to run higher up into his Legend,than 
the deſigned. Method will permit. Which 
cannot now be atoned for, but by confeſſing 
the fault, and following the reſt of what 
hapned to him during the time he lived in 
Matrimony with Cadighe, which was from 
the 25 till the 38 year of his age. Moſt of 
which time he ſpent in a conſtant Trading 
from Mecca into Syria and Perſia 3 which he 

never deſerted till he way-38 years old: at 
which rimehe etiter'd upon an Hermetical and 
contemplive life, daily frequenting a place 
' near Mecca, called: Garhera, or the Cave of 
Hera. There he continued all day; but 
what he did in the interim, 1s not certainly 
known. The Moors conjeture he ſpent 
the time in Divine Contemplation, and made 
it ati occaſion to wean himſelf from his Ido- 

| | latry. 
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_ (32) 
latry. 3 having been brought up in the r;tes 
of the Idol 4leze, which he now began to 


abandon ; moved thereunto, as is generally 
condiuded , by ſome occaſional diſcourſe he 


had, with a Neſtorian Chriſtian , called by 
ſome Bohira, whom he met with at Jeruſa- 


lem. This man pradtifing Mahumed 1n ſome 
points of Religion , found that he was of 
the Tribe of the Koraiſhites, notorious Ido- 
laters at Mecca , and deeply rooted in their 
Idolatrous Ceremonies. And moved with 
compaſhon toward him, he began to acquaint 
him with the pernicious falſeneſs of his Re- 
ligon, and palpable vanity of [dolatry ; and 


_ at the ſame time inſtru&ed him in the Are 
-ledge of the true God; whereupon, he read 


ynto him ſeveral parcels of the Law and 
Pſalms, in confirmation of what he had ſaid ; 
which wrought ſo much upon Mabumed, 
that he was no ſooner return'd to Mecca, 
but he began to declare his abhorrence of 
their Religion, ſhewing them (as Bohira had 
ſhewn him) the manifeſt iniquity of Idol-wor- 
ſhips letting them know, that his reſolution 
was, Never more to fort with them in their 


impious Rites. Herenpon, he began to lead 
a ſolitary life, and to betake himſelf to the 
Cave ;z which he continued for the ſpace of 
two years; during which time, it is general- 
ly conjequred he laid the villanous deſign 


of his Apoſileſhip. But at laſt his _— 
an 


(33) 
arid health became greatly impaired by this 
abſtinent and auſtere courſe of living. | And 
his judgment ſympathized with tis body ; 
for through immoderite faſting, he became 
ſo hypocondriack,thathe began to talk idly, 
which terminated'in a'perfe& Lunacy, going 
up and:down after an odd diftrafted manner. 
Inmemory of whoſe Lunatique carriage,the* 
Mabumedans at this day bear a ſingular re- 
ſpe& tp' Idiots and Madmen', accoiinting 
 themno leſs than inſpired. But to return to 
Mahumed inthe Cave: and as we find it con- 
 fidently aſſerted by his Dofors;he was there 
entertained with Divine revelations, and Vj- 
ſions 5 That there was a voice at his elbow 
frequently diſcourſing with him, although be 
could never perceive any bodily ſhape. Eve= 
ry night returning from his Garhera, he1me 
parted to Cadigha what had hapned the an- 
tecedent day. Who fitiding him (till full of 
Revelations and Viſions, 'ſhe told him plain- 
ly, That they were nothing but deluſions of the 
Devil. This greitly roffled Mis paſſions, and 
created in | him' that *diſturbance of 'm1nd, _ 
which'at laſtcaſt'him into ſuch a fit 'of de- 
jeQtedneſs , that -he' thonght of nothing but 
deſtroyiag himſelf” To which' purpoſe... h6 
 went'to the'precipice of a rock , deſigning 
theace tb caſt himſelf headlong 3; ſaying, Tt 
was better to dye, then to live under the ins 
famy of being Mad,' But Gabriel, as hie' ws 
Xt; D ready 
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ready to put his reſolution 1nto praCtice,ſur- | 
priſed him with this Greeting 3 0 Mahumed, 
be of good courage , be not troubled at the Re- 
proaches of thy Wife;thou art not now to look. 
#pon " ſelf as thou haſt done, but as on a 
perſon highly in favor with God; who has now 


appointed thee to be his Prophet and Meſſen- 
_ ger. And as he ſaid thus, Gabriel gave him 


a-ſcrowl, and bid him read. Mahumed re- 
plied, be was altogether illiterate. Gabriel ſaid 
again, Read, O Mahumed, In the Name of thy 


----Creator, who made the worm Man ; read in 


the Name of thy moſi honoured Creator, who 
with a Pen ſhews to Man what he never knew 
before, And then he delivered him the firſt 
Chapter of the 4lcoran, and fo vaniſhed. 
[a this apparition, the Angel Gabriel was 
ſeen (ay they) ſitting on a Golden Throne , 


_ which hung between Earth and Heaven. 


They tell us likewiſe , that Mahamed now 
received a general delineation of his Em- 
baſſie and Apoſtleſhip. And this firſt ſalu- 
tation of Mabumed beginning with ( Is the 
Name of thy Creator) was the ground and oc- 
cafion why the Moors at this day begin all 
their Letters of Correſpondence, and other 
Writings, with B:ſzzi//ab ; that is, I» the Name 
of God, And the praiſe Gabriel in this greet- 
ing gave unto the Pen, cauſed 0zmar to 


| give one of the Chapters of the Alcoran the 


ord 


itle of the Pex; though 'tis true, the w 
| we 


= 


we render Pen, ſignifies, ſaith Dy Ryer, 1»k, 
an Ink-horn , and ſometimes the Table on 
which the Alcorar was writ. * And whatever 
the Arabick word may import, which the 
Tranilations of the Alcoraz render Pen; we 
are aſſured, that the Mabnmedans have a 
Tradition, that a Pen was the firſt thing God 
Created. But toreturn : Mahxzed having, 


as we are told, received this apparition of 


the Angel, to that end Cadigha might no 
| longer doubt of the truth of his Viſions, or 
perliſt to cenſure them for diabolical illuſions; 
as he returned from the Cave, he had them 


confirm'd witha Miracle ; the trees ſalnting 


him as he paſſed by them , with an Abſer y4 
Mahbumed ineq. &c. Rejoyce, O Mahumed , 
For thou ſhalt be the Apoſile of God, and moſs 
dear unto him. The Impoſtor being not a 
little: raiſed with this greeting, he haſtned to 


tell it to his Wife , and to unmask that his. 


deſign was to ſet up for a Prophet, and to 
frame a'Set. In whoſe contrivance he ſpent 
23 years, beginning at the goth year of his 
age, and continuing till he was aged 63. 
During which time , he ſo well managed his 


ambition . and injuſtice, under the cloak of 


Religion, as never any have yet proved his 


Equal : the neareſt and moſt exa&t Tran- 
1pt of this great Impoſtor , was the late 
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 Ulurper,,_ 


cie,or the infpizatians:of a bad-fpirit. Which 


. . digha, . and what: had: befalni wn; the :Cave, 
ad drooping”, 
- project, Gabriel , ſay 

bim a Cordial.,- which was the: ſecand/Cha- 
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Hes Matiimed #bioed from Gabriel 


.ÞJhe, TJ: Fbapters, of, he, Alcoran.. 
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JOtwit ſtanding the; great afſurance 
done aſſerted the. cer- 


| exinty of his Viſions:, Cadicha ſtill remained * 


incredyloys,: and-.elteemed them.no better 
than the,Enthuſiaſims.of: an,over-heated fan- 


incredulity .of-his Wiſe, Dd him no 
ſmall. Miiobance z and. finding. ber..ſo.con- 
ſtant.in.her Qpinion, ſame ſay, he was ſofar 
moved therewith.,. asnow. to doubt himſelf, 


_and:to grow ſuſpicious of what had ha pned. 
Being in theſe dumps; and deeply. avis how 


| 4toproceed, his: whole body;was ſeized with 
an rapes" chilnefs.; "which caſt:him upon 


his bed, where: his ſervants loaded. him with 


cloaths1 to recover: warmths: ;. But :asihe. was 


ruthinating upow the. froward nidegrofi6d- 


under the refeatments: Qf.'-His 
his Paraſitds, brought | 


pter. of the Alcaran (now bearing.the 1Cha- 


[ .Pter. of the e Cow) containing 187 verſes; 


which 
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the Angel ; from which Mahbumed ſtrongly 
_diſſwaded her, urging the impoſſibility of 
| ſeeing Angels , as being Spirits. And be- 
like, his arguing had at laſt his deſired effe&t 
upon Cadigha; for we hear no more of her, 
till we find her in the number of his firſt 
Profelytes. In which the Impoſtor at the 
beginning was not very fruitful;and thoſe few - 
who became his SeQaries, were moved there- 
unto through meer temporal advantages; fo 
that he may beſajd to have bought , rather 
than converted them. This was evident in 
the youth Zezdiz; who being a Slave, be- 
came his Proſelyte, to gain his freedoms and 
Who, tislike , would never have hearkened 
to the Dottrines of his Maſter, if upon his. 
believing him to be a Prophet, he had not 
had the promiſe of a releaſe. Now Mahbru- 
zed finding how powerful this wrought up- 


104.181 on Zeydir, he began to preach preſent free- 
VIEW | dome to all thoſe Captives who would take | 
Ji | him for their. Apoſtle. By which means he 
ll now enlarged his train, and increaſed his 
hl ti credit : for all the Bond-men were ſo taken 
"TY | with this DoGrine of Freedom, that if Ma- 
fy ! Eyed had had power to protet them, they 
IK || all would quickly have emptied themſelves 
l | Into his muſters, But becauſe there (perhaps) 
(ij may be a more convenient place to give an 
. account of Mzhymeds firſt Converts, we 
—_ will return to his compiling of the Atcorar'; 


10/8 | which, 


"00 

which, as he pretended, was given him from 
God, by the Miniſtery of Gabriel ; who did. 
' not, as ſome have delivered, bring him it 
all at once , but one Chapter after another, 
and at ſeveral times. And when Mehnrmed 
| had any project to carry on, or any difficul- 
| ty to be removed, or any villainous a& to be 

cloaked , he preſently pretended to regeive 
| from Heaven Revelations to that purpoſe. 
Now, becauſe the ſum and ſubſtance of all 
his Impoſtures are compriſed 1n the Arora, 
we will give a ſhort account thereof in the 
enſuing Chaptzr. EOS 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of the Alcoran : the circumſtances of 
its Compoſure and Colleion, &c. 


THe Alcoran (ſaith Andreas Maurne ) 
FF fignifics a Leſſon, or Collection of 
Chapters or Songsz and thoſe who reſpect 
the different times wherein it was compoſed, 
and the divers Papers, or Scrowls, wherein 
it was written , have given it the Name of 
Alforzan; thatis, A colleFion of ſcattered 
verſes, The Materials of this Book are very 
- various; but it treateth eſpecially of ſuch 
things as reſpe&t that Se@& , whereof Mab- 
Fe ny D 4 med 
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med was Founder. It cannot be denied but 


' _____ that many excellent Truths are therein con - 


tained , as we ſhall ſee hereafter , when we 
lay down the principles of the Mabumedax 
Impoſture. 

: This Alcorar was begun at Mecca, in the 
year of our Lord 630. which was about the 
forticth year of Mahumeds age. The firſt 

Chapter thereof was that which the Angel 
_ Gabriel gave him in the Cave, which is cal- 
| led the Chapter of the Per; and the. laſt 
Chapter was: compoſed at Medina, and is 
called the Chapter of Fate,or the Conqueſt, 
During the time he abode at Mecca, the 
/ Chapters writ there were called 4ſoar Mikia, 
or the Songs of Mecca; and the reſt com- 
poſed at Medina, bare the title' of Sort A1- 
»edina; and both theſe being collected 1n- 
to one Volume,are now generally known by 
the Name of - Alcorar. + 
Mahumed, as was ſaid , being wholly Illt- 
terate, kept a Secretary , who wrote 1n 
Scrowls ſuch Verſes as he pretended were 
privately ſent him from God by the. Angel 
Gabriel, And when he had copied them; 
they werediſperſed among the ; ah 3 who 
when they had learned them by. heart, de- 
lIivered them back again to the Secretary, 
who put them into the: Merſegina, or box 
of Embaſlie. But Mahumed taking a diſplea» 
lure againſt his firſt Scribe, choſe a new Ne 

alle 


(41) 
called Abdalla Celen, aRenegado Jew. This 
man continued with him ten years, And 
being well. verfed inthe Law of the Hebrews 
(to which'he (till bore a great reſpe&, not! 
withſtanding. Temporal intereft: had moved 
him to renounce 1t) and finding 1 that Heb: 
ed did not make good his pretences' of be= 
ing the laſt 'Accompliſher.. of. the ;Moſaical 
ceconamy , he was ſo-.curious: to:obſerve 
Makumeds carriage, that at laſthe pereciv'd: 
and took notice, that all Mehumzed dictated 
to him were meer Fargeries, and-not ſent 
from God. Yet leſt 4bdal# might impoſe 
upon himſelf in this particular, he-refolved 
upoa this trial ; namely, that whenſoever he 
was commanded to write ſuch and ſuch ver= 
ſes, he would turn the end of the verſe to 
another meaning , changing the words and 
order, but not the Rime: nor Conſonance; 
So that when he was.com manded to end the 
Verſe with. Sr SR 0, 


—— Alla FYRO haquimuzs, that 15, God 
Is gracious and wiſe z he wrote, 


Cm—_ Cemilum halimum , thavis, God 
1s a Hearer and a Judge. And when he: bid 
him write, God .is Almighty and moſt high; 

he ſet: down, God is merciful. and gracious. 
And thus Abdalls for ſeven years continued 
changing the end. of the Verſes. .- And find- 
"wy that Mahnumed did. not. perceive the 


change 
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_ change, he concluded, that if he had receiv'd 


- them from God, and that if God had inten-_ 


ded them to be the iz2-mmmtable Rule of life , 
the palpable changes made by him would 
have been detected. Whereupon, A4bdalla 
quitted his Office, and reconciled himſelf to 
his old Religion. And the fore-mentioned 
Author (Jo. Andreas Manras)) tells us, out 

of a Book called 4z2zifa, that Mabumeds 
next Secretary renounced - his employment 
upon the ſame reaſon. And,asthe ſaid Au- 
thor obſerves, 1f Mahumed had beer ſo 
great a Prophet as he pretended, and ſo deep- 
ly inſpired of God ; he could not but have per- 
ceived how groſly he was abuſed by the Jew. 


But to proceed. 
| In the compoſition of the 4/corar , many 
contrarieties and repugnancies being obſerv'd 
by the Moors, thereat they took no ſmall 
offence. It being uſual with this Impoſtor, 
one day to- ſet down Verſes commanding 
ſome , and forbidding other things; and 
another day he would diate, and cauſe 
other Verſes to be written, forbidding what 
he had hefore allowed and permitted them, | 
making that lawful which he had before for- 
bidden, And of theſe contrarieties, no leſs 
than 150 verſes were obſerved by them. But 
to remove this ſcandal , he made a Law to 
revoke ſuch verſes as occaſioned it, which he 
called Hacez and Maxſoh, But that which 
_ created 


NEEDS: .,-- : 
created Mahumed the greateſt trouble, was, 
the Mvoors forgetfulneſs of thoſe Verſes he 
gave them to commit to Memory.For,for no 
leſs time than two years, did this courſe of 
Tearning the Verſes by Heart continue among 
them ; who when they had forgotten the 
Verſes, and deſired Mahamed to repeat them 
again, he could not remember them hime 
ſelf. But Mahnmed excuſed this forgetful- 
neſs, confidently affirming, that it was from 
God. And being told, That if God inter- 
ded them for his abiding word, he would nof 
ſuffer him to forget them ; or if he did, yet 
he would inſpire them afreſ} : to reprove 
their petulancy (as he ſtyled it) God (as he 
ſaid) gave him a Verſe, wherein it was faid, 
That God. doth not ſuffer any of the former 
Verſes to be revoked or forgotten, ſave when 
he intends to give another like it, or one bet- 
fer in its ſlead.By which cunning he cloaked 
his own failures,and kept up his credit with 
the Moors, And alſo altered and aboliſhed 
ſuch Texts {as he had before delivered) to 
comply with his affairs, and carry on his 
deſigns ; giving authority to New Verſes to 
revoke the Old, when they would not ſerve 
his purpoſe. And what was yet very remar- 
kable, Mahamed would not ſuffer his Verſes 
to be: made an Alcorar, or be colletted into 
a Body, and reduced to Books and Chapters, 
as now it is 3 but kept them in ſcrowls and 

= Papers, 
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pers in the Meſengina, 3' Or Box of the Enz- 
for ſo that if he had lived tothis day, he 
would (till have altered his Law; and what 
1wel now call the Alcorar , would not have 
tþcen-finiſhed,or reduced to any certain form. 
«PFor-while he kept it ſecret in the Shrine, he 
zweſervedunto himſelf a power. to add change, 
-or tetrench things.as he pleaſed , and as was 
-tnoſt-agreeable to his concerns. 

:+y>As to that Book which now bears the | 
Name of Alcorar, it was collected by Hoz- 
war, Mabumeds Son-in-law , who was next 
Caliph to Homar Alhatab, as he was next to 
Dbequar , who was the Immediate Sucteſſor 
his $0r-in-law Mahumed. This Hoz man 
fook the ſcrowls and papers out of the Box, 
and-put them into order , and intituled the 
Chapters, and divided the whole Syſtem in- 
to four Books. £ 


The firſt Book confiſterh of theſe five Char 
| Þters. i 


. T, The chapter of the Cow. | 
.2. The Chapter of the Lincage of Joachim, 
the Father of our Lady, © 
3» The Chapter of Women. 
..4« TheChapter of the T. SH 
'5. The Chapter of Beaſts. 


' The ſecond Book conſiſts of twelve C ha hapters 


Te Of the Wall. 
= Of Spoyls, 


. k 


 3-of 


(45) 


3- Of the Sword. -: whe ot "i= wFÞ 
4. Of the Prophet Jonas. '... . .. Ji 

; Of Hud , who was one of. Mahumeds 

New Prophets. 

_ 6. Of. Jofeph:, the Sor of Jacob.. This 

Chapter I have ſeen in Ms. larger by four 

Verles than that in, the common. q——_ Gl 

7 ", of TRYOROS, (3s bo fe: te Wot 
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k TD. of Flies. MT _ p Iv 7 Fq- HED 
- EI. Of the Voyage _ ad. -14hj « 
IS. of the Cave, and. Seven Sleepert. ... 


The third Book contains nineteen Chopee 


1. Of the Virgin Mary. ou + 


LSE n_S 

3. Of the Prophets. '' = ; 

4. Of Earthquakes. + 
Je of Believers. Tor RS RS Woes Wy I 
6. Of the Lig ht. ao gy gh 
+ Fo . Of the Gibbeft, . PO On 
2B, Of the Executioners, .: . +1 


'W . 


9. Of the. Piſmnire. FE UTE Ps Is ; WT | 


by Of. Cahaz. SY Yn 7 Þ 6 T F* 2 (::tg j 

It. Of Spiders. * -- 6h 
- T2.0fLucumen eSatetnd Davide ſend 
* T3. Of Bowing, Go 6 
 ©.-F4. Of the Romans. tian HT 
41 T5.:0f the Creator. ot i 
16. Of the Sabbath. (+ 
EQ 
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17. Of Additions. ER 
_ 18. of Max. is | 
' Ig. Of Angels. 


The fourth Book contains 175 Chapters, 
to each of which he gavea particular Name : 
ſo that according to Hozmarns diviſion of the 
Alcoran , \1t contains 211 Chapters. But 
little above half this number are found. in 
Du Ryers French Tranſlation. And FJ. 4#- 
dreas Maurns tells us, that Ozmars Col- 
letion doth not conrain all thoſe Chapters, 
_ which were written by Mabyweds Secreta- 
ries, and 1n his life-time uſed by the Moors. 
And the inſtance of this defalcation,is plac'd 
in the Chapter of Additions 3. which in 
Mahumeds time , was as big as the Chapter 
of the Cow, but is not now half fo big. The 
like I have noted of the Chapter of Joſeph. 
And beſides theſe retrenchments , it 1s very 
_ probable, that whole ſcrowls of Mehumeds 
Dodrigne were utterly loſt, or become ſo 
imperfet, that they were never entered 
into Hozmwans Colletian.And this may more 
_ than cohjefurally be concluded, fram the 
condition wherein Ozmrar met with Mebu- 
azeds Notes 3 many whereof were found in 
the Houſe of Ax2, or Aijſche, one of his 
Wives ; but ſo eaten. with mice, and rent, 
and worn with ill uſage, that 0zwar could 
gather nothing out of.them. Herevpon, 5" 


LS, MR. 
had recourſe to the moſt aged of the Moors, 
colleting from them what they remembred 
of Mabumeds Verſes. Some told him, that 
they had forgotten many of them: others 
told him , That in ſuch aWall he ſhonld find 


ſuch Verſes in writing. And fo amongſt the 


old Walls, and the Moors weak Memories; 
he retrieved- much of Mahameds Dottrine: 
Yet he could never regain the Verſe which 
commanded , That all married perſons taken 
in Adultery, ſhould be ſtoned. From all which, 
it may ſafcly be inferred,that all thoſe things 
taught by Mahamed in his life-time, are not 
now to be found in 0zmarns Alcoran. 


—_— 


CHAP. X. 


Of the Honor given TY cs: 


Aving given this ſhort account how the 
i 1 Dodcrines of Mabnmed were colleGed, 
and reduced to that form in which they are 
now extant , I ſhall fill up this Chapter with 
ſetting down the great Titles and reſpe&t 
piven the Alcorar after 02zman had compil'd 
it, And firſt, it is uſual with the Muſulmin, 
or Proſelytes of Mahumed, when they take 
the Alcoran ix their hands, with a wondex- 
ful reverence to kiſs it, and ſalute it by the 
: ESD Name 


RR. ....; 
Nawe of Alkilib &lhazim (1. e.): The Glorions 
Books and Alcoran Alhadin (i. e.) the Mighty 
 Alcoran- They: ſwear by it , and pay it all 
the reverence they would do unto God. And 
20 ſenall diſputes have.beer raiſed among "the 
eld Mahumedilts, about the nature of the A- 
coran, mhether it was $be created or intreated. 
mordraf. God. .. Yathecus was for the opinion 
of thoſe who held the 4/coran tobe created 
and he,writ,-to-all: the! Provinces: of Eyypr;, 
__ That #heMnſnlmin ſhould be ofit he ſame opint- 
ex.,;., Which. Injunftion was very diſpleaſing 
to.the Mybumedans;  but:they were -by-pe- 
nalties forced to embrace it... iThoyeh wot 4 
few ſuffered Martyrdom for the contrary 
opinion;chooſing rather to.dye,than to hold the 
Alcoran was ot the Increate word of God. 
Theſe diſputes.continued long ,.and opinions 
prevailed according to the humour of the 


ft 
» V 


preſent Calph:that Reigned: il 
The excellent Erperzzs tells us, in his 
Notes upon. the Chapter of Joſeph :-It is in- 
credible, what Vertue,. Majeſty, .and Amthority 
# granted to the Alcoranz yea, what Hononr 
and Veneration it given it by the Muſulmin'; 
hole Books (faith: he) are extant in itscom> 


mendation, written in ſo ſwoln'and fabulous 
« fizle;, that no diſcerning Reader can: peruſe 
them without laughter, : Firſt, they commend 
zt above all the Creatures, and place it noxt ito 
God <. That hethat handles it irreverently; is 


MR 


trworthy of life, and is as withed as hethat 
contemns God. They permit not any who it 


zot of their own Religion, ſo much as to touch 
it, If any Muſulman chance to ſit upon 3t , 


the ſin is piacular : but if this irreverence be 


ſed by a Jew, or Chriſtian, it is puniſhed with 
death. No Mahumedan zs permitted totonch 
it with the top of his pnger, antil he firſt 
waſh: and leſt ariy ſhould unwarily oftend 


therein, they write upon the cover of the 
Alcoran in great letters;this Sentence; Left 29 


Man touth it who 3s unclean. They call it,the 
Medicine of the Heart; and hold it to be of 


ſach ſecret Vertne and worth , that the read- 
ing of one letter therein, deſerves a good re- 
ward, 

I have often doubted whether there be 
any true Edition of the Alcoran in the Ex- 
ropean Language, fince I obſerved how dit- 
ficult it is for any Chriſtian to obtain from 
the Muibumedans a copy thereof. For they 
permit not any of a Religion different from 
their own,ſo much as to touch it ; nor of old 
was 1t ſuffer'd to be written in any but the 
Arabiquze Language. And art this day 1t 1s 
capital for a Moor to ſell an Alcoranto either 
Jew or Chriſtian, Nor indeed are any A/- 
corans tobe met with in private hands, or 
expoſed toſale to the vulgar. In above ſeven 
years of converſation among the Moors , I 
tould not obtain the ſight of one: which E 

FE cealed 


(50) 
"ceaſed to Wonder at, when it was told me, 
How the communicating of that Glorious 
' Book (as they call it) mright tend to its de- 
filement , and prove fatal to any one who 
ſhould be ſo free therewith. The buying of 
an Alcoran was once warmly attempted by 
- Fr. Barton, a Country-man of our own, who 
' had the ſight of one, fair written in the Perſech 
Tongue in Otavo,and of another in Quarto, 
-written in Arabique. But when he eſſayed 
to buy the later of a Hogia, who taught 
Arabique at Pera, he refuſed to ſell it at any 
rate, At laſt, hearing that ſeveral Alcorans 
in Perſick,, were to be had among the Der- 
, vices(a Religious ſort of Mahumedan Monks) 
. Mr. Bartoz endeavoured, but 1n vain,to pur- 
Chaſe one;and coming to Ga/polis 1n Greece, 
he had news that two or three Alcorans 
were there in a Colledge of the Dervices. 
But trying to buy one, they askd, Why he 
being an Infidel, ſhould deſire to have an Al- 
coran? He told them, That he had heard ma- 
ny things concerning their Law, and that he 
was very deſirous to be aſcertained of the truth 
thereof's, and -tothat end, was willing ta buy 
a Alcoran, and to take a Maſter therein to 
inſirut# him, Upon the hearing of this, a 
Tark preſently reply'd, That the Infidel did 
diſſemble, and that under pretence of love to 
the Muſulmanick Faith, he deſigned to de- 
ride it 5 and that he onght to be had before the 
Vilter 


7X... 
Viſter, for his prophane attempt. So that out 
Country-man was forced to eſcape prvily, 
for fear of beiag brought in queſtion. 

_ T ſhall conclude this obſervation with what 
Hottinger relates of one Ahmed Ibu Ali, who 
being in ſome great want. of Moriey, pawned 
an exemplar of an Alcoran, with other ſmall 
Works,both in Verſe and Proſe,to the Duke 
of Sylva; which the ſaid Duke profer'd to 
Hottinger , at the price it was pawn'd for. 
Hottinger (as himſelf relates) was glad of 
the occaſion to procure a Book he had fo 
long deſired 3 who receiving it into his pol- 
ſeſſion , freely uid it in the preſence of the 
ſaid Ahmed Thu 4l;, without moleſtation or 
reproach. But Al7s occaſions drawing hin 

out of Afrique,and Hottinger's into his own 
_ Country ; after three years, Ahmet came to 
Leida, and there made his Application to the 
learned Golz#s , whom he inceſſantly impor- 
tuned to procure for him the copy of the 
 Alcoran in Hottingers poſſeſſion ; and would 
not deſiſt till he had obtained from Golius 
an earneſt Letter to that purpoſe. This Al- 
coran Hottinger had illuſtrated with Marg1- 
nal Notes, out of the Famous Commenta- 
ries of Beidavi, and pointed it with great 1n- 
duſtry. Sothat by the Mabumedique Laws, 
It was wholly become uſeleſs to the Moor > 
and unlawful for him to receive it again. 


Which thing betng urged unto 4/7, he no 
z E 2 
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whit deſfiſted ; but with a doubled importu- 
nity deſired to have it reſtored to him , for 
no other reaſon, than to have it burned;that 
being the only luſtration, whereby he thought 
it capable to be purified from the filth 1t had 
contraQed by the Chriſtians Notes and vſage, 
In ſhort, the Moors reſpett to the Alcoran is 
ſo egregious, that they ſo far honour all 
written Paper for its ſake, as to take up 
every little ſcript where they find it, and 
having kiſſed it, they ſtop it up in ſome 
chink of a Wall: ſaying, 1t i no ſmall ini- 
_ quity that any Papers ſhould be trodex under 
| foot, in which may be written ſomepart of 
the Alcoran,and the Name of God, That the 
 Alcoran' is writ in Metre, was never queſtt- 
oned by any, but the great Scaliger, who 
conſidering the nature of the Arabique 
Tongue, concluded it very uncapable of 
Rymeand Verſe. But upon ſecond thoughts 
he grants, there 1s to be found init a kind of 
Ryme, but without any ##able proportior. 
For the word that ſhould make up the Metre, 
1s either too near, or too diſtant from that 
which ſhould make the Harmony. And 
thoſe who have purpoſely conſidered this 
matter ,; grant , that the Alcoran is a very 
rude Poem; and the things therein contain- 
ed, areſo loaſe and incoherent, that Moſes 
Amyraldus thought them rather the ragings 
of a Man 1a a Feaver, or the Enthuſiaſms of 
a 


(53) 
a Drunkard , than the inſpirations of Gad, 
or the ſentiments of a ſober conſiderare 
perſon. Ss . 


| II 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the Sune, its Name, Contents, 
and Circumſtances of its ColleGion, 
&c, ; | 


JEſides the Alcoran , the Mahamediſis 
1 ) haveanother Book in little leſs venera- 
tion than 1t , which is known by the Name 
of Zune, or Sure, which ſignifies a Way or 
Law, or the following of the Sayings, AGi- 
ons, aud Counſels of Mahumed. This was 
written after his death, by ſome of his chief 
Diſciples. But through manifold #razſcri- 
ptions, it became ſo augnented by ſome, and 
abridged by others, and altered'and mang- 
led by moſt Copies, that little remain'd en- 
tire of the Impoſtors Words and Actions. 
Hereupon aroſe divers Readings, and there- 
by' no ſmall confuſion, But leſt in this 
tronbled variety of Copies , the true Sure 
| ſhould be utterly loſt, to the irreparable 
damage of the Mahbumedan Religion 3 an 
Alkalife , or King of the Moors, called a 
general Gouncil of Alfaquies or Prieſts , 
_ EX WW Learned 
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Learned Men, and DoGors-; and appointed 
Damaſcus to be the place of their meeting. 
Theſe by publick Proclamation he command- 
ed to bring with them all the Books that 
- could be found written of the $#ze, andof 
' Mabumeds Words and Works. The Alfa- 
quies and others, according to command , 
repaired to Damaſeus , and brought with 
them the ſaid Books. The Caliph ſeeing - 
them 1n full Synod , communicated unto 
them the purpoſe and. reaſon of their aflem- 
bly ; and then commanded, That ſix of. the 
molt Learned Alfaquies, and belt read 1n the 
Sune , (hould be choſen for a ſele& Com- 
mittee, out of the two hundred Prieſts that 
were there met. The {ix that were choſen, 
go under theſe Names, viz. Maxzlir, Boha- 
ri, Bubora yra, Anecery, Atermindi, Doud. 
The Caliph being well pleaſed with the Ele- 
cton,as being Men of reputed Learning and 
Integrity , called them to him , and com- 
manded them, that they ſhould go alane jn- 
to a 'Houſe, and cauſe all the pretended 
Books of the Szne to be brought unto them. 
And that each of them ſhould by himſelf col- 
lect a Book of all the $4yizgs and Deeds of 
Mahumed, which he ſhould canceive to be 
true 3 and that they ſhould each entitle his 
Book with his own Name. The ſix Prieſts 
d1d as they were commanded by the Caliph; 
and having finiſhed heir task, they preſent- 


ed 
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ed their Colletions to: him 3 which he no 
ſooner had received, than he delivered them - 
to the whole Council, to be viewed and ex- 
amined. And theſe fix Books , being thus 
_ peruſed and approved, were preſerved, and 

1I the reſt were ordered to be caſt into A4de-- 
gele, a River near Damaſczs. And the 
number of Books thus caſt into the water ;, 
were no fewer than. loaded two hundred 
Camels. This being done , an Edid went 
forth, That no Alfaqui, or Prieſt, ſhould dare 
to read or keep any Book, but the ſix afore- 
ſaid; and that none ſhould mention any Say- 
zng or Deed of Mahumed , but ſuch as ſhould 
be found written in the ſaid Books 5 and 
that all Muſſelmen or Believers of Mahumed, 
ſhould receive theſe Books = & true and au- 
thentick, as if they were the very Alcoran it 
felf 5, and that they ſhould receive equal reve- 
rence with it, 

In this manner Mahnmeds Set was reſto- 
red,and the Caliph ; who procured this Re- 
ſtauration, is to this day celebrated for a 
Saint, . But it ſeems this was not enough to 
prevent future Sets: for by reaſon of ſome 
dubious and contrary paſlages found 1n the 
ſaid Books, there aroſe ſeveral interpreta- 
tions thereof, which occaſioned ſeveral opi- 
_ nions, and thereupon ſeveral Sets. Where- 
of theſe four are the more remarkable. Firſt, 
the Se of Melich,of which are all the Moors 
—— ——4 of 
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of Medina, and thoſe of Africk, The ſe-_ 
cond Se follow the opinion of A/ſ/afiby.; 
of which are the Moors of Mecca, and the 
adjacent Countrey. The third Se& is that 
of Hambeli , whereof are the Moors of Ar- 
menia and Perſ i4. Thelaſt SeR is made up 
of thoſe who follow the opinion of Abxham- 
fa. So that by reaſon of the different in- 
terpretations given by theſe four DoGtors of 
the Se, theſe ſeveral Sefs aroſe among the 
Mahumediſts. And the differences of theſe 
Sets chiefly conſift in matters of Judica- 
tures, Marriages, and Dzvorces ; and thoſe 
Ceremonies which reſpe& their Waſhings, 
when they make their 84/4 or Prayer. 

Now , ſpeaking of the Syne, as it con- 
tains in fix Books the Deeds and Sayings of 
Maknmed , we find them reduced to four 
kinds. Firſt, the Cabch, or certain and true, 
which contain all the Words and Works of 
| Mabumed , which his Wife Ay/cha, and his 
ter Diſciples, atteſt to have been ſpoken 
and done by him. . 

Secondly, all thoſe Words and Works of 
Mzhumed which are reported by his other 
Wives, without the atteſtation of Ay/cha 
and his chicf Diſciples, are called Dehif, or 
Defective. 

' Thirdly, thoſe Words and Works of Ma- 
humed, which have only the teſtimony of the 
Learned and principal Men of his time, and 
never 
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never came to the knowledge of his chief 
Diſciples, nor of Ayſcha, are called Mawcof, 
or Abrupt. _- 

Fourthly , all thoſe Words and Works 
which are delivered by his chief DoCtors, as 
proceeding from Mahumed after he was ſick 
and infirm, are accounted weak,and called by 
the MoorsZaquini. All theſe differencesare to 
be met with (faith my Author) 1n the Preface 
to the Book of Flowers,which is an Epitome 
of the fix Books of the Se , and contains 
only ſuch Words and Ations of Mabamed, 
as are accounted True and Certaiz. 

There is yet another Book (which ſome 
Travellers report they have ſeen in the Tur- 
ſ1que Court) called Muſaph; which is 
eſteemed ſoſacred , that they will not ſuffer 
it to be Tranſlated into any Language out 
of Arabique. Some ſuppole that itis to the 
Alcoran, as our Service-Book to the Bible: 
others ſay, it is an Extract of the Alcoran : 
and others conjeCture it to be a ſhort Gloſs 
or Paraphraſe thereon. This Book 1s had in ſo 
ſingular reverence, that none 1s permitted to 
touch it either with unwaſht or naked hands. 
When it is read in the Church, the people 
give it a devout attention 3 and the Reader 
may not hold it lower than his girdle. And 
having done reading therein , he gives 1t a 
reverend kiſs; and then touching it with his 
eyes, with great decency lays 1t up in its 
CES — place. 


(58) 


place. And yet the reſpe& given this Book, 
15 not more than the Moors ordinarily beſtow 
upon all Books of their Religion : which 
(indeed) they treat, with a Veneration wor- 
thy of the ſubject they are pretended to con- 
tain. For I haveſeen them taking a Book 
of Devotion in their hands, preſently to hold 
it up toward Heaven , ſaying, Dillah, . ©, 
It 3s from God and then holding it to their 
Eyes, Heart, and kiſling it, either peruſe, or 
lay it aſide, 
Having given this ſhort account of the 4/- 
corah and Suns, I re-aſſume the proſecution. 
of- the progrim 'of Mabumediſm. 
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CH AP. XII. 


of the firſt Proſelytes of Mahumed , 
which he gained during the time My 


beld 4 Conventicle in Mecca. 


ona 


"He Revelation that TRE ww. 

ed to havereceived from Heaven, to 

ſet all thoſe Slaves at liberty who would 
embrace his Docrine, had not that effect 
which he expected. For after ſome years of 
Conventicling at his own houſe, -we find 
but Nine that he perſwaded to receive him 


for a Vraphot: : Namely , Zegdin, Rs 
4 Z 
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Al; the Son of Abitaleb, Otman the Son of 
Aﬀan, Zeiber Ben- Awani, Abdorrahman the 
.Son of Anfa, Zaad , Abuwakas, Tbeidalla 


the Son of Algiarani. Indeed the Law of . 


releaſing Captives, cauſed many of that qua= 
lity to reſort to his Conventicle, and to be 
conſtant hearers of his private Preaching : 
but Mahumed being as yet deſtitute of any 
competent power to put the Pretexded Dz- 
vine Lawin execution, few Slaves durſt for- 
ſake their Patrons to become his followers. 

_ During the time of his private inſtrufting 
at his own houſe, he conſtantly inſiſted up- 
on ſuch points, as bore the greateſt oppo- 
ſition to the opinions held by the Idolaters 
of the place. As firſt, that the Idol A/ezz 
was only the-work of Mens hands , and the 
Worſhip thereof an 1nvention of the Devil. 
Secondly, that there was but one true God, 

who was the Maker of all things. T hirdly, 
that after men were dead, they ſhould rife 
again, Fourthly,, that there was to be a 
laſt and final Judgment. Fifthly,that there 
wasa Paradiſe and a Hell; that the joys of 
the one, and pains of the other, wereeter- 
nal. All which were denyed by the Idola- 

ters af Mecca. And concerning all theſe, 
 Mabumed pretended that he taught nothing 
but what was commanded by Gabriel the 
Arch-angel. SR = 
But that which moſt advanced the wo 
O 


j; | \ 
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of. his Doctrine , 
| Omer Alhatas and QUbecer, Nobles of Mecca, 
(whoſe Daughters Mahnmed afterwards Mar- 


and Ubechar, and the place they held among 


_ cording to the warmth uſual to new. Con- 


example. would be very prevailing with the 


| bumed had kept ſecret, and openly to read 
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was the converſion of 


ried) and yery gracious with the Meckezes. 
Theſe with their Houſhold increaſed 144- 
humeds Congregation to the number of forty 
perſons , All ſpecial zealots for his Religion, 
Mahumed confident of the quality of Oar 


the people, began to be more open in his 
deſign. But ſtill at Mecca meeting with 
nothing but rejeftion, he went to Taiifra, 
hoping to meet ' with better , but found the 
ſame entertainment; which moved him to go 
to Awaz, and Maſiag ; where his ſucceſs was 
conſiderable, for no fewer than 75 perſons 
bound themſelves by Oath to propagate and 
maintain his Law. Out of theſe ſeventy five 
Profelytes, he choſe twelve, whom he com- 
miſſioned to diſperſe his Dodrine ; who ac- 


verts, proſecuted the ſame with no ſmall ha- 
zard - induſtry. But Omar and Ubechar 


relying upon their power and intereſt with 
the people of Mecca, and confident their 


multitude,they reſolved to publiſh what 244- 


ſuch Chapters as, he aid, were ſent him from 
Heaven. But the other Grandees of Mecca 
ſo far Hed the deportment of theſe two 
| Nobles, 
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Nobles, eſpecially their decrying of the Wor- 
ſhip of the great Idol AZeze, which they 
and their Fathers adored as their God , that 
they. reſolved upon their ſpeedy ſuppreſſion, 
and utterly to ſtifle the new Dodrine of 
Mahbamed. And holding a conſultation to 
this end, 1t was concluded, that Mahamed 

ſhould be put to death. The Coraiſhites were 


| chief in this Conſpiracy 3 who being Men 
of Honour, and conſidering that Mahamed 


was one of their own Tribe, they thought 
the clandeſtine death of their Kinſman, 
would turn to their irreparable diſgrace. 
And looking upon him rather as a Luna- 
tique, than a Prophet, they began to deem 
him worthier of their pity than revenge. 
'Tis moſt certain, by many expreſſions of 
the Alcoran, that Mahnrwed was at firſt Iook- 
ed upon as an Idiot , Sorcerer , Lyer, and 
Demoniack Rymer. And as he walk'd in 
the ſtreets, the people would frequently call 
after him, ſaying, in ſcorn and mockery , 
Behold the Prophet | there goes he that will 


deſtroy our God ! And this continued during 


the time Mabnmed ſtayed at Mecca, which 
ſome ſay was ten years after he began his 


Set. But notwithſtanding all this, the Im- 
' poſtor did not defiſt from Conventicling ; 


but every night preached at his own Houſe, 
whither reſorted - divers of the Meckezes , 
but rather to dro[l upon, than reſpect his ſay- 

ings 
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ings. And of ſuch mean eſteem were the 
Chapters he diſperſed, that the more diſ- 
Cerning ſaid , That they were nothing but a 


few old flories put into ſcurvy Ryme. It has 
been uſually delivered upon this fubject, 


That a Chriſtian Monk, and a Jew, were 
Mahumeds great afliſtants in deviſing the Al- 


coran; but neither the Gloſlers upon the 


Alcoran , nor the moſt authentique Legend 
of his Life , take any notice thereof. It 1s 
true indeed , that theres a general agree- 


ment (in the Hiſtory of Mahumed) how he 


was aſſiſted with two Chriſtian flaves, well 
verſed in the Old and New Teſtament; and 
that from them he received ſeveral paſlages 
of the Bible , which he ſeems to have con- 
fuſedly mixt in the Alcoran. The Afeckezes 
too, are often found to upbraid the Impoſtor 
for - his familiarity with ſeveral Jews and 
Chriſtians; and how that out of the imper- 
fect informations he pickt up from them of 
their Religion , he patcht up his own. But 
how ever their conjectures might vary con- 


_. cerning the Authority and frame of his Do- 


frine, the Meckezes reſolved to ſuppreſs it 3 
which forced him to leave Mecca; of which 
in the next Chapter. | 


CHAPs 
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C H A P. XIII. 


How Mahumed was forced to leave 
Mecca, and flie to Medina. Of bis 
diſputes with the Fews there. A 
ſhort account of the Hegira. 


Hile the fame of Mahyumeds New 

Y Dodrine filled Mecca with various 

opinions concerning it , and that it received 
daily additions of new Proſelytes; the minds 
of the chief Citizens were more and more 
incenſed againſt him ; eſpecially when they 
perceived, that under the pretence of Reli- 
gion, he deſigned an Empirez and he was 
a Prophet 1n ſhow, but a Tyrant 1nproject. 
This awakened all their Counſels and En- 
deavors to cruſh his enterprize in the ſhell; 
but yet they could not agree of the Method. 
Two Accounts I meet with of this affair ; 
the one 1s taken out of Beidavz , which 1s 
thus : The Koraiſhites (ſaith he) por an ap- 
pointed time , met inthe Porch of their ow 

Temple, to conſult about the ſuppreſſuon of 
Mahumed 3 where the Devil alſo aſſembled 
with them, in the ſhape of an Old Man, and 

ſaid, T bave heard far from this place, that 

Je 
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Je are met to deliberate about a matter of 
great moment; I have a deſire to be of your 
Council, Whom when they had admitted, one 


Abultachthar opered the buſineſs , and gave 
advice to bind Mahumed 7x chains, and to 


5 
F. 


\ 


caſt him into Priſon 5, and to ſtop all the holes 


except one, whereat he might receive victuals. 


Bat the Devil objected, that the Multitude- 
would by force ſet him at liberty. Then 


ſtood up one Haſcharh Bern Amru, laying, We 
had better baniſh Mahumed or Territories , 
and enjoyn him never toreturn again. But 
this Counſel was alſo rejected by the Devil, 
alleadging, That Banifhment would but give 
him a fairer opportunitie to gather and muſter 
Proſelytes into an Army, and thereby to re- 
wenge himſelf upon his Baniſhners. Upon 
this, Abzghaliel adviſed to put him to death, 
as the only expedient againſt all future jea- 
louſies and dangers. Andthis advice was ap- 
proved of by the Old Man,whom the friends 
of Mahumed ſay, was the Devil that appear- 
ed in that form. But all their Connſels were 
infatuated, by ſome ſecret information which 
Mahumed had thereof : And ſome blaſh not 
to tell us , That the whole plot was revealed 
unto him by the Angel Gabriel. | 
Another account of the Koraiſhites Con- 
fpiracy againſt Mahamed,l find taken out of 


Abunazar the Son of Abdorrachman; andit 


is to this purpole.: 


The 


'Y 
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The Houſe of Mecca (that is, the Tem- 
ple) was the uſual place where the Aeche- 
zes uſed to aſſemble, when they deliberated 
about matters of importance. Here they _ 
met to conſult how to ſuppreſs the Prophet. 


| There were chiefly five who were of this 


. Ghahel ,, Abulbachir, and Aazz. 


Conſpiracie; to wit, Othba, Shabbibah, Abu 
Theſe en- 
tring into a Room of their Temple, Ablzs 
(or the Devil) inthe likeneſs of an Old Man 
leaning upona ſtaff, came in amongſt them z 
whom they commanded to retire, becauſe 
the buſineſs about which they were met to 
conſult, was of great ſecrefie. But 4bljs told 


them , That he was the old Negidheris , who 


had ſeen ages, and had long experience of 
things; that he knew how to diſpatch affairs, 


and to anriddle ſecret matters; and there- 


ſore begg d leave tobe at their Counſels. They 
granted his ſuit 5 and Othba told him , That 
they were met to adviſe about the ſuppreſſuo 
of Mahumed, and his DoGrine; and adaed 
alſo , that he was of opinion the Impoſtor 
ſhould not be medled with, but to leave him 
to the puniſhment of their God (meaning their 
Idol AZeza) whom he had Blaſphemed. But 
Ablis told them , That if Mahumed were let 
alone , before he dyed he would fill the World 
with his Impoſture , and gather ſuch unm- 
bers of Seftaries,as would vanquiſh both thene 
and their City, This ſaying of Abl;s ek 

F with 
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with great approbation, and moved Scha® 
blibah to preſs for his inſtant confinement* 
- But Ablzs anſwered,that that would only en- 
rage his friends to arm for his enlargement 3 
and therefore Aaz7 Ben Vail thought it would 
be moſt proper to ſet him upon a Camel, and 
ſend him to periſh in the defart. But this 
was alſo diſliked by Abl;s,becauſe if it ſhould 
happen that Mikes ſhould fall into the 
company of Men , his comelineſs of Perfon, 
and eloquence of Language, would quick- 
ly move them to pity, and relieve his con- 
7 rk Atlaſt , 4bu Gahel thought it the 
ſafeſt way to hire ſome deſperate fellows to 
fall upon him ſuddainly, fed deſtroy him. 
And Ablis and the reſt unanimouſly approv'd 
of it; and fo they broke up their Council, 
in order to put this laſt advice in execution. 
But all (fay his flatterers) was by the Angel 
Gabriel quickly made known unto Mahy- 
med, whom he adviſed to provide for his 
eſcape. So faith the Alcoran in the eighth 
Strat ———- Seeing that Tnfidels lay ſuares for 
| thee, the moſt high God commandeth thee to 
depart. from Mecca, and to go to Medina, 
And having thus briefly ſet dowa the true 
occalion of Mahumeds leaving Mecca, the 
manner thereof comes next to be confide- 
red. Though the plot of the Aeckezes 
was early known unto him , yet before he 
could provide for his departure, all the Ave- 
nUES 


ET. 

fves of the Town were beſet with the Spzes 

and Guards of his Enemies; whoſe watch- 

fulneſs Mahnumed 15 ſaid to have deceived by 

Sorcery , though his SeCtaries call it a Mt- 

racle. Andit was thus: Mahumed zeeting 

his Proſelytes at the place and hour appointed, 

and finding all the Paſſages obſtrutfed by his 

adverſaries, he commanded his Converts to 

lay duſt upon the heads of their Horſes,and to 

caſt ſome handfuls into the air, and then to | 

lay the reins upon the neths of their horſes,and_ 

to redd theſe words of the Alcoran: They took. 

a veil in their hands and about then, ſo that 

they blinded their enemies , that they ſaw 

nothing. And in this poſture they paſſed 

thorow the Guards of their Enemies undif- 

covered, and came ſafe to Mediza ;. former- 
ly called Jatrib or Tribick, ten days Journey 

from Mecca, His. coming thither was very 
ſucceſsful, for he was by ſeveral received for 

a Prophet ; and during the thirteen years he 
_ tarried there, he finiſhed the Alcoran. ; 

Medina was very populous, both witl 
Jews and Pagans; and while many of the 
latter became Mahnmeds cafie Conqueſt,the 
former ſtoutly reſiſted him, ſcoffing at ſe- 
veral paflages of his Doftrine, and diſpu- 
ting the Authority of his Miſſion; And 
when they required him to atteſt the Divine 
Power of his Apoſtleſhip by ſuch Miracles 
as their own Moſes and Prophets had done 
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fold perſecutions. 


' Hadin, Zamud, Zaleh; which were never 
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before. him, he returned no other anſwer, 
bur, That God was his witneſs, whoſe teſtimo- 
niewss ſufficient : That he came not to work, 
Miracles,but to reduce thoſe that went aſtray, 
and to render them ſubje® to the Law of God 
and Abraham. He told them likewiſe, That 
divers Prophets had wrought Miracles , and 
get were not believed , but underwent mani- 
And-then inſtanced 1n 


read or heard of, but in his own Alcoran. 
Amidl(t the.various diſputes with the Jews, 
Mahumed 1s ſaid to have practiſed a marvel- 
lous artifice in loading the Law of Moſes 
with large Encomiums, ever profeſiing he 
had no other deſign, but to compleat it with 
his own, The like policie he uſed in mag- 
nifying the Jewiſh Prophets , and their holy 
Men. But all this had ſmall influence upon 


them, whoſe contradicting of his Doftrine 


met with no abatement, till he encounter'd 
It with an Armed power, which both at the 
firſt opening of Mayhbaymediſm, and ever 
ſince, has been the chief propagator of that 


. curſed Herefie. 


Tn his flight from Mecca, Mahnmed want- 
ed not the Conſolation of his Companions ; 


of whom thechief was Abubecer, whoſe zeal 


for the Doftrine of his Son-in-law, purchaſed 
him with thoſe of the ſame Sect the renown- 
ed Title of Juſt over the Religioms fugitives 

| _ (for. 


tertainment. - 
ca, ſeven perſons of good quality appea- 
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(for ſo MahumedanWriters ſtyled the Compa- 
nions of Mahnmeds Fli ght) dels Thx Arta- 
kat was Captain. Ay it 1s obſerved, that 
not one of Mahameds Converts ſtayed be- 
hind him, ſave his Son in-law 4/;, who ob- 
tained leave to tarry but three days at Mecca, 
to diſpoſe of his concerns. At the expira- 
tion oF which time, he was to haſten after 
them. Mahbumed with this Retinue enter'd 
Medina about noon , upon a Monday, ſay 
ſome ; others ſay, upon a Thuriday; which 
was the twelfth of the former Rabiah. The 
news of whoſe coming arrived Medina before 
his perſon 3 which cauſed Chaled 4bz Fob to 
have Lodgings ready for him, where he tar- 


7jed til] other Houſes were fitted for his en- 
 Aﬀer Mabumed had left Mec- 


red in vindication of his Doctrine; theſe 
were Balal, Zohiah, Chabbab, Ammar, Abu- 
Handal, bes, and Sobail. All which being 
forced to leave Mecca for fear of the Koraz- 


ſhites, were honoured with the name of Ke- 


ligious fugitives , or Men that fled for the 
ſake of Religion. 

As to the computation 1o well known by 
the Name of Hegira, I have little to ob- 
ſerve, beſides, that with Myhamediſts it pro- 
perly ſignifies a Pilgrimage for the a of. 
Religion. Next, thatit hapned 1n the 54 


of Mahumeds Age, being 622 of our Re- 


3 demption. 
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demption. Thirdly, that it is now the 


' common and fixed Ara of all Mahumedans, 


and took its original from Mahumeds fAight 


to Zatrib, now called Medina talnabi, or the 


City of the ProphetzBecauſe i it was his Sanctu- 


ary, when he was perſecuted by theMec- 
ReLes. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Of Mahumeds firſt Wars. 


He firſt year of Mahumeds new Ara, 
was ſignalized with the White Banner 


| which he gave to his Unkle Hamze , whom 


he ſent with thirty Myſul-in to propagate 
his Dofrine. This firſt Efſay of his Milita- 
ry attempts came to nothing. And weread 
not of any more till the Battle of Bader, 
where ſeveral of the chief of the Koraiſhites 
werecut off. This hapned upon the 17th of 
Ramadan, being Friday,in the later end of the 


ſecond of the Hegira. While the more war- 


like of Mabumeds Profelytes thus followed 
the field, he himſelf omitted noartifice to 
oather Proſelytes at home ; and the number 
of theſe increaſed according to the Succeſ- 
ſes of the other. When he found any of 
his Converts flag 1 in their zeal ,or queſtion 

eter 
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either his aF;o5 or Doftrine , he aQuated_ 
| the one, and filenced the other, with ſuch 
Chapters as he pretended to be ſent him 
from Heaven ; all which were afterward in- 
ſerted in the Alcoran, and they bear the 
Title of Chapters made at Medina. Thus 
Mahumed feigned Revelations according 
to his purpoſe , and had a Verſe from Ga-. 
briel always ready to adjuſt his Exterpri- 
Yes. 
As he was zealouſly profelytizing at Aſe- 
ding, news came that Abuſophian Ben- Ha- 
reth was going into Syrza with a conſidera - 
ble Caravan of the Goods of the Koraz- 
ſhites : upon tidings whereof,z 19 Myſulmi 
were inſtantly diſpatcht to encounter and 
plunder them. And the Infidels (as the Ma- 
humediſts call them) though a thouſand in 
number, were totally diſcomfited, ſeventy 
being {lain upon the place, as many more ta- 
ken Priſoners and the reſt put to flight , lea- 
ving their Goods a Booty to the Muſulmir , 
whereof only fourteen were \la1n,or fell Mar- 
tyrs (for, for Martyrs, all are accounted, who 
die in defence of that Religion.) This Victo- 
ry is highly celebrated in the Arabian Chro- 
nicles; and in the Alcoran is produced as a 
ſignal teſtimony of Gods approbation of the 
juſtice of Mahumediſm : for the Myſulmir 
are bid to confider, That though their Bre- 
thren were far inferiour in number to the Tn- 


Et fidels, 
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fidels, yet they overcame them, becauſe they 
fought in the way of the Lord, 

But no leſs than a Miracle affiſted the My- 
{»lmin 1nthis Battel 3 for their Enemies eyes 
are ſaid to have ſeen double, and thereup- 
on to have thought the Mahamedans thrice 
as many as they were, and of larger ſtature 
than ordinary. From which 1magination 
they ſuffered more, than from their adver- 
_ faries. Tt 1s very obſervable, that many of, 

if notall, thoſe parcels of the Alcoran where 
the fight of the Infidels is ſpoken of, and how 
God fought for the Believers , are by the 
Commentators on the Alcoran generally un- 
derſtood of this Victory gained over the Ca- 
Travan, But after this, we hear no- more of 
| Miubumeds Battels, till the fifth of his Hegira, 
when no leſs than ten thouſand Fews and Ko- 
raiſhites ſet upon the Mabhumedans,who with 
an inconſiderable loſs, gave them a total 
overthfow. In the ſame year hapned allo - 
the Battel with the Koraide, whom Ma- 
humed Beſieged twenty five days; who at 
laſt, oppreſſed with want, ſurrendred them - 
{elves up to Saad Ben Maad (who was yet 
ſcarce recovered of the Wonnds he received 
10 the former Battel.) The Koraide being, 
now wholly at Saads diſpoſal, he command- 
ed all the M-cn to be put to death, and: the 
Women and Children to be made Slaves. 
Vy hereupon, between fix or ſeyen hundred 
| perſon. 
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perſons were ſlain ; among whom was Ha- 
hibas, the Son of Ahtab, who was Geperal. 
| And all the Men being thus deſtroyed, the 
Children, Women, and Goods, were divided 
among the Myſul-:iz. This Battel is cal- 
led Prelinm Foſſe, becauſe the ſlain were 
caſt into the ditches digg'd in the field of 
Medina for that purpoſe. 

In the ſixth year of the Hegira, Mahumed 
had ſeveral conflicts with his Enemies ; the 
chief whereof was the Battel with the 244- 
ſialaki, whom he utterly vanquiſht, taking 
the Women and Children captive. Among 
whom was Gjuweira., the Daughter of Ha- 
rith, whom Mahumed afterward Married,and 
for her Dowry he releaſed all her Kindred - 
whom he had taken Priſoners. In the ſame 
year likewiſe fell out the Battel of Haditza, a 
'place near Mecca, in the way to Gjudda ; 
which proved fo advantageous to Mahymed, 
that his Enemies (the Koraiſhites) ſought his 
friendſhip. A League was concluded be- 
twixt them for ten years,upon theſe Articles. 
7. That during that time the Korazſhites 
ſhould have free liberty to follow their 
Tillages. 2. That any (who had a minde) 
of the Koraiſhites , might go to Mahumeds 
party ; and likewiſe thoſe of the Mahume- 
dans, who deſired, had, during the making 
of the Truce, leave to.join themſelves to the 
Koraiſhites. 3» That after the Truce was 
D * made, 


TR 
made, if any of the Koraiſhztes fled to Ma- 
humed, without leave of the Governour, he 
ſhonld be ſent back unto him: but if any 
| of the Mabumedans revolted, he ſhould not: 
be ſent back. 4. That if Mahumed with 
| his Souldiers ſhould that year return to Mec- 
ca, they were not toenter with more Arms 
than was uſual for Travailers , nor to ſtay 
there above three days. 

| This League, on Myhumeds fide, was 
effected by Sahlas the Son of Omar, and 
committed to writing by 41; the Son of 4b#- 
talib. The ſame year (ſaith Elmacings, in 
Hiſt. Sarac. p. 7.) Mahnmed was inaugurated 
(what he means by it I know not) under a 
| Tree, which afterward was ſwept away, as 
they report, by a great flux of water. 

On the ſeventh year of the Hegira, one 
of Mahumeds Wives having a Son that was 
a Carpenter , ſhe moved her Husband that 
he ſhould make him a Pulpit. To which he 
readily conſented, having before leaned up- 
on a ſtaff while he officiated in the Tem- 
ple they had built. This Pulpit was made of 
white Tamarilk, and aſcended by two ſteps, 
and had in it a convenient ſeat. In which 
condition it remain'd until the Reign of 
| Muavias the Son of Abuſofian, who raiſed 
.1t fix ſteps higher ; in which ſort it continu- 
. ed until 0ſza the Son of Afar covered it 


' with Tapeſtry, Elmacinus Hi iſt. Saracs lib. 1. 
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Tn this year hapned the Battel of Chaibar, 
where Mahnumed was abſolute Victor; and ' 
purſuing his Conqueſt , took ſeveral Forts 
and Caſtles. His perſonal valour and danger 
were here very remarkable. Watiha and 
Selalima, two great Cittadels, coſt him no 
ſmall hazard and loſs to ſubdue them. But 
having made himſelf Maſter thereof, with 
vaſt ores of Riches, he ſpared the Beſie eged, 

upon condition that he ſhould annually 
pay him conſiderable Tributbs, and that 1t 
ſhould be at his pleaſure to turn them out 
of their Countrey when he thought fit. The 
Inhabitants of Badra were taken into the 
ſame League, as alſo many Jews, who all 
enjoyed the benefit of rey Truce until the. 
Reign of Omar the Son of Alchitab; who 
underſtanding how Mahnmed had ſaid upon 
his death-bed, Let not two Religions concur in 
Arabia, interpreted the words of the ejectt- 
on of thoſe Inhabitants who were not Ma- 
humedans. But to return : Mahamed by 

his ſucceſſes in the fore-mentioned battels 
was grown fo formidable, that his Adverſa- 
ries deſpaired to prevail againſt him by open 
War; whereupon , they had recourſe to 
. ſtratagem, And here Elmacinus tells us, how 
one Zazngb,the Daughter of Alharit a Jeweſs, 
attempted to take away Mahbumeds hte, with 
a joint of Muttan exquiſitely poyſoned. But 
Mabumed taſting thereof, inſtantly ſpit it 
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out, ſaying , This Mntton tells me that it is 
poyſoned, And his deliverance herein is 
reckoned -among his Miracles, as ſhall be 
ſhown in a Chapter of that Subject. 

This year 4/4bamed proved ſo ſuccesful in 
Arms, that all the Country about Mecca and 
Medina were ſubject to, or 1n League with 
him, And he had propagated his Victories 
(which were now become the chief method 
of proſelytizing)the eighth of the Hegzra, had 
not the Meckeges diverted him, who all on 
the ſuddain violated their Faith with 14ahu- 
ed, and became Truce-breakers, to their 
utter overthrow. For Mahumed finding 
them to have broken their Articles , 'came 
againſt them with ten thouſand Men, who 
were ſuffered to enter Mecca, upon con- 
dition that they ſhould put none to the 
Sword : which was granted to all except a 
few , whom he choſe rather to kill, than to 
ſurvive to the diſturbance of his new King- 
dome. Elmacings ſaith, that all the people _ 
of Mecca at this time turn'd HMuſulmin, fo][- | 
lowing therein the example of Abb, the Son 
of Abdulmutalib, and Abuſoftan the Son of 
Harith. 

Bat his ſucceſs at Mecca was greatly cloud- 
ed by the overthrow he ſuffered in the vale of 
Honaniz where the Pagan Arabians under the 
command of Melick, Son of Auf/, put the 


Muſulmin to flight, and purſued them to the 
Gates” 
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Gates of Mecca , where Mahumed with a 
Javelin in his hand oppoſed their entrance, 
upbraiding them with Cowardice, and bjd- 
ing them reſtore the Battel, promiſing them 
the- aſſiſtance of many Myriads of Angels. 
Whereupon,returning, and coming unawares 
upon the Enemy, who were now careleſs 
through ſucceſs, they utterly overcame them : 
and taking Captive the Women and Chil- 
dren,the Men that efcaped afterward became 
Myſulmin, upon condition their Wives and 
Iittle ones ſhould be reſtored them. 

The laſt Battel that hapned in Mahameds 
life-time , was that of Tebxc , with the Prin- 
_ Ces of Daumaand Eila; whom having over= 

come, he received to peace, upon condition 
of receiving from them a yearly Tribute. 
Here great rewards were beſtowed upon the 
Army by 0/maz, and a numerous company of 
Profelytes came in unto Mahurmed. This 
hapned the ninth of the Hegira, in which 
year Mahumed went to Mecca,where having 
ſpent ſome: time in teaching and inſtrufting 
the people in his Law , he returned to Me- 
dina, Where he died ; of whichin the next 
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cn AP. XV. 


of Mahumeds Death, and many 're- 
markable paſſages about it. 


Abumed loaden with Military ſucceſſes, 
and through fear or ignorance the 
Jews atid Arabians havitig given up them- 
ſelves to his Religion ; himſelf at laſt was 
forced to yield to Mortality. To which he 
was prepared at firſt by a light Fever, which 
at length increaſed to fuch violence , that in 
 agreat degree it ſeem'd to bereave him of 
his ſenſes. His carriage under this diftemper 
was very remarkable. Some ſay , that he 
defired to change many things which he be- 


fore had delivered; and that to that end_ 


he call'd for Pen and Paper , faying, that he 
would write them a Book, which after his 
death ſhould preſerve them from Error. But 
Omar hearing theſe words,cryed out, Alas ! 
the Diſtemper grows violent upon the Apoſile 


of God : the Book of God (viz, the pf 6a 


 #s ſufficient for #8. But their diſputes grew 
warm ; and a were defirous hat Pen and 
Paper might be brought to Mahamed , but 
Omar with many others denied it .confident- 


ly aftirming, that #he Prophet knew not what 
be. 
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| be ſaid. Mahumed moved at their ſtrife , 
commanded them all to depart, and no far- 
ther to diſpute ſuch things 7» his preſence; 
$o that he writ nothing; which many of 
his Followers bewail; as fancying themſelves 
thereby to have been defeated of many 
things, which might have proved advanta- 
gious to their Religion. 
Mahumed finding his ſickneſs to increaſe 
upon him, and falling into the apprehenſion 
of his approaching Death ; Elmracinws ſaith, 
that he commanded Abybecer to pray with 
the people ; and that they ſaid ſeventeen 
Prayers 11 his behalf. He fell ſick (faith the 
ſame Author) upon the 28 of Sofar, and died 
upon Munday the 12th of the former Rabi- 
ah , which ſome affirm was his Birth-day, 
and the ſame day of the week on which he 
fell ſick. _ 
But the news of his death was very vart- 
ouſly entertained ; ſome denying it,as utterly 
impoſſible, conceiving him to be immortal 3 
crying out, How can he be our witneſs with 
God, if he be dead ! and thereupon affirm'd, 
that he wasnot dead, but that he was taken 
away as Jeſus the Son of Mary had been be- 
fore him. This ſtirred up the Multitude to 
withſtand his Burial, conſtantly affirming 
that he was not dead. Omzar 1n this contraſt 
took part with the people, and threatned to 
be the death of him who durlſt fay the Apo | 
O 
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of God was dead; adding, That he was taker: 
up into Heaven, and gone away like Moſes. 
While the contention grew violent, Abubecer 
ſtept in, and ſaid, Thovgh Mahumed be cer- 
tainly dead; yet the God of Mahumed- can- 
ot dye, but liveth for ever. And then he 
| _ _ *proved his ſaying out of the Alcoran,which 
ſets down, that as others dyed who 1n their 
ſeveral times were Prophets, ſo Mahamed 
was todye. And the people all reſted fa- 
tified with Abxbecers Speech, .and from 
thenceforth believed the Death of their Pro- 
phet.But no leſs contention hapned about his 
Burial 3 for thoſe Meckezes who had been 
the Comparions of his Flight, pleaded that 
he ought to be interr'd at Mecca, the place 
of his Birth 3 the Medizezes, who received 
him when he was perſecuted from Mecea, 
ſaid , that he ſhould rather be intombed at 
Medina, becauſe it was his Aſylum and refuge 
in theday of his Aﬀidions. Others ſaid, 
it was both moſt convenient yorker nag to 
_ carry to , and bury him at Jernſalem , the 
burying place of the Prophets. But at laſt 
they all agreed that he ſhould be buried at 
Medina, in the Chamber of his Wife Ayſcha, 
and under the bed wherein he died. He 
died in the 63 year of his age, after he had 
Merchanted 38, been two years 1n the Cave, 
lived at ecca Io, and 13 at Medina, Phas 
terra Was the only Child that iturvived him, 
who 
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who lived but forty days after him. He had 
| ſeven Wives, beſides Concubines. He was 


unſatiable in his Luſts, and fo enormous 
. therein, that he ſpared no Mans bed. The 


flthineſs of whoſe life; was a plain demon- 


ſtration of the falſeneſs of his Prophecy, ac- 
cording to the rules of trying falſe Prophets 


lid down by Maimonides [in Moreth , lib. 


| 2, cap. 40.] . In the tryal of a Prophet Caith 
that Learned Jew) thou art to animaduert the 


perfe@ion of his perſon, to enquire diligent- 


ly into his ations, and to obſerve his conver- 


ſation : but the chief ſegn whereby he is to be 


diſcerned, is the abdication and contemning 


_ of bodily pleaſures (which is the token of a 


wiſe Man , much more of a Prophet) and 


principally the filthineſs of Venery. By this 
 fign God hath diſcovered all theſe who falſe- 


ly boaſted of the Spirit of Propheſie, ſo that 


the truth herein Ars eaſily be found of thoſe 
that ſonght it , and errour be avoided. By 


which rule of Maimonides, it Mahumeds 
Prophetic Office were duely examined, he 
would be found, as indeed he was, a moſt 
 Peſtilent Impoſtor; being ſofar from renoun- 
cing his /zſ#s, that he reckoned then among 
the chief Priviledges of his Prophetick Fun- 


tion. I (hall cloſe up this Chapter, with 
remarking the groundleſneſs of that Traditi- 


on , which makes Mahazzed to be put into 
anror Cheſt , that by: the force of Load- 
G  ftones 
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ſtones hangs in the air. Speaking with one 
Cidi Abſolom (upon his return from perform- 
ing the A4lhage to Mecca) he told. me 1t was 
an idle fable exploded by the Mahumediſts ; 
who from this their conceit of the Hanging 
Tortb , upbraid the Chrittians with 1gno- 
rance in their ſtory. ik 
Mahumed being dead, and the care of his 
Religion and Empire being devolved upon 
Abnbecer , ' who for his zeal was (tiled the 
Juſt 5 The entrance of his Government was 
not alittle moleſted with certain Men, who 
pretended eithet to equal, or exceed Maby- 
med 1n his pretentions of a Prophet. Of 
theſe 4ſwad was the firſt, who giving it out 
that he was a Prophet, under that cloak drew 
many after him,with whoſe aid he made hime 
ſelf Maſter of Zana4, Nagrana, and Tayfa. 
And as he began to grow famous, he was k1l- 
led in his own. Houſe by one Firws Dazlamws. 
*Aﬀeer Abubecet had rid himſelf of Aſwad, 
one Taliha created hima ſecond difturbance z 
who likewiſe preſenting himſelf to the peo- 
ple as a fellow-Prophet to Mabumed, want- 
ed not credulous adherents,well fitted to ad- 
Juft his proſecutions. But he was quickly 
put to flight by Chalid Ber-Walid : and upon: 
the death of Abxbecer, came 1n to his Suc- 
ceſſor Omar , to whom he made an Oath of 
Fidelity, and thereupon was permitted to. 
return to his Countrey. | | - 
Myſeilema 


— 


 Mauſeilema wasthe third who pretended to 
be a companion of Mahymed in this pro- 
phetique Authority : he Married one Theg- 
jazis, who made her felf a Propheteſs ; but 

 1na very ſhort time ſhe forſook her Husband, 
and returned to her own people. The van- 
quiſhing of ſe:lema colt much blood ; of 
his party no fewer than ten thouſand being 
{lain in one Battel 3 a wound which proved 
utterly vncurable to that SeR. 

The fourth great Pretender was one whom 
the Saracen Hiſtory calls Almoterabbi, or 
The Propheſier. An excellent Poet and Joul- 
dier; he inall things ſtudied tobe like Mi- 

 bamed. He wrote an Alcoran, both in Verſe 
and Proſe; and was the moſt confiderable 
that ever rivall'd the Impoſtor:but ſome years 
after his death , all his followers were difli- 
pated, and his Sect crumbled to nothing; 
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CH AP. XVI. 


Containing ſome of the more remarkg- 


ble DoGirines taught by Mahumed. 


S mixt and confuſed, that it is no caſte. 
taſk to range them under diſtin& Heads. And 
yet they are not more medly'din themſelves, 

G 2 that 


_— T He things taught by Mahumed are ſo 
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than diſadvantageouſly repreſented by Wri- 
ters. - Some hearing of Mabumediſmn, think 
it to be nothing but a bundle of wcer ab- 
ſurdities, and a heap of monſfirous and diſ- 
ingenious Fables,, wholly tending to the de- 
triment and ſubverſion of the Truth. OF 
which mind I was my ſelf , till deſtre of fa-_ 
tisfation therein , brought me into a more 
ingenuous acquaintance therewith. And that 
I may give an unprejudiced account .of the 
principles of Mahumediſm,l have confulted 
with none but ſuch as have profeſcdly writ- 
ten upon this Theme. 'Tis true, that Mahy- 
mediſm ſtrictly conſidered, is a hodge-podge 
of Judaiſm, Gentiliſm , and Chriſtianiſm ; 

which makes it have {9 many excellent things 
contained in it ; and-the very Alcoran it 
ſelf, moſtly conliſts of expreſs words of Scri- 
pture.. And ſo ſubtle was Mahamed in the 
compoſure of his Do@rine , that he took it 
all out of the Books of the two Teſtament, 
and the Traditionals of the Jews; adding 
little of his owz , beſides ſome ſorry and ri- 
diculous ſtories , not at all relating to the 
points of his Religton, And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, fo browleſs was this He- 
retique, that he was not aſham'd to tell the 
World, That all. he Preached was ſeut him 
zmmediately from Heaven. As to the main 
{tructure of this execrable Hereſte, the Alco- 
ran aftords it to every Reader 1n our own 
_ Language. 
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Language. But becauſe things therein are 
{odiſperſedly laid down, I ſhall here givea 
ſummary accouat of he chicf points there- 
of, colleqted out of the Saracen Authors. 


And firſt, El-racinns bath reduced Mahame- 
_ to Twelve Articles , namely; 


I. Tobelieve it one only God, 
2. Tolove and to adore him. 


3+ To deſpiſe and renounce the worſhip of 
Idols. 


| 4+ To obſerve amamach 117 


5- Strifly to keep the Faſt of the Month 


Ramadan , (of whoſe inſtitution I have al- 


ready ſpoken i in my account of the Moreſto- 
Cuſtoms.) 

6. To pray, or repeat the Zala five times in 
 thecompaſs of a natural day. 

7. Tobecarefulto pay  Tythes. 

8. That every ane who i able, once in his 
life-time perform the Alhage or Religious Pil- 
grimage to. the Temple of Mecca. 

9. That they believe the Prophets and Apo- 
les, and all the Books that were written by 
Theme. 

_ "ot, That Chriſt the Son of Mary + the 
Son of God, his Word, and bis 4 poſtle. 

12. That they acknowledge ih Law and 

the Goſpel. 


_ Theſe are the Twelve things ——— 
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by Mahumed ; and all wha ſhall dare to deny 
the belief and obſervation thereof, he com- 
mands to be compelled , or roin'd by the 
Sword and War. This ſcheme of Dodtrine : 
was proclaim'd while 2abymed lived ; and 
the Conſtitution thereof was ſo ſpecious, 
that not a few of other Religions were there- 
with ſo far allured, as to embrace it, and be- 
come his Proſelytes. To which many were 
the more inclined, becauſe Mahnmed was now 
in condition to ſecure and proted his Fol- 
lowers. Beſides thoſe who owned him for 
their Prophet , there were divers Jews, Ma- 
gicians, and Pagans, whom he took into his 
protection. upon their Oath of Fidelity,and 
_ promiſe of paying an annual Tribute. 
Another Extra&t of Mahumeds Religion, I 
find colle&ted out of Ber-Abibecer, which he 
received from one Moghabed, who received. 
It from Mahameds own mouth ; who told 
his ſaid contemporary Megbabed, that who- 
ſoever defired to enjoy Paradiſe, and would 
have God raiſe him up at the aſt day with the 
Apoſtles, Prophets , and Wiſemer , he was 
neceſ{arily to obſerve and believe theſe Forty 
things. I. That there is a God. 2. Alaſt day. 
3. 4 Book. 4. Prophets. 5. A Reſurre@®ion af- 
ter death. 6. Providence about good and bad 
things. 7. That there is one God, and Mahu- 
med bis Prophet. 8. To pray at appointed 
Hmes, beving firſt waſh and made clean their 
| Bodies. 
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Bodies. 9. Payment of Tythes. 10. Faſt the 
Month of Ramadan. 11. To goin. Pilgrimage 
if they were able. 12. That in 24. hours they 
ſay 12 Recaas, and three Ex abundanti, #0 
ſhew their love of Devotion. 13. That they 
take no Uſury. 14. That they drink no Wine, 


15.That they take nottheName of God in vain. 


16.That they judge not haſiily.17.That they de- 
fraud not their brethren, neither before their 
face, nor behind their backs. 18. That they 
apbraid no Man for his deformity. 19. That 


they neither divorce , nor caſt off a chaſt 


Woman. 20. That they make no mans miſery 
or misfortune matter of their ſport or laugh- 
ter. 21. That they caſt not off the fear of Gods 
puniſhments. 22.That they be no obtreFators,or 
given to Calumny and Back-biting. 23. That 


| they give God thanks for every benefit they re- 


ceive from him. 24. That they be patient in 
affliFtions. 25. That they deſpair not of Gods 
mercy. 26, That they believe that all what 
happens to them was not appointed for another, 
for then it would have befalu him. 27. That 
God,to pleaſe his Creatures, is not angry with 


them. 28. That they prefer not this World be- 


fore that to come. 29. That they do not cove- 
tonſly withbold from their Brother (that 1s,a 
Muſulman) what they deſire of them. 30. That 
in the things of Religion they obſerve hin 
who is above them 5 aud in the things of the 
World, thoſe who are below them, 31. That 
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they ſwear not. 32. That they contra no 

friendſhip with the Devil. 33. I hat they bid 
farewell to all vanity. 34. That they from 
"n0t the Goods of the Orphan. 35. That they 
ſuppreſs Calumny. 26. That they inſtru@ their 
Family and Children in the thing: that may | 
be ſerviceable to them with God, and lead 
them to the great and beſt God, 37. That 


they dogood k. their Neighbour, and hide not 
| rhewſiver fl rom thoſe who ſtand in need of 
them. 38. Hoe they multiply the praiſes, Jus 
bilations,and magnifications of God. 39. That 
they curſe not the Creature. 40. That in every 
fate they read the Alcoran, unleſs when they 
are unclean. And forſake not the Congregation 
of Believers, or turn not a Separatiſt, That 
they doto another, Juſt as they would have it 
he unto themſelves. 

There is yet another Abſtract of the Ma-. 
humedan Religion, which Hottinger,1n Hiſt. 
Oriental. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. faith is the moſt 
abſolute. And he ſpeaks of it as of an EX- 
cellent Preſent ade him by his Friend $2. 
' Ahorivs, The whole Compendium bears this 
Title; Az Account of the things which the 


Tongue ought to confeſs, and the Heart to 
believe concerning Religion. 


The firſt Article reſpets God, his Name. 


Attributes, Works, ſpecially of his Froyt- 
dence. 
Oo 


f. than he hath pleaſed to reveal of himſelf. His 


(89) 
of GOD. 


- That God 1s the only God, ind that 
there is none other beſide him: That he 
hath no like, nor equa], nor Son, nor. Com- 
 panion, nor Colleague. Whole Original 1s 


without beginning , and Eternity without, 
end. Whoſe Attributes are incomprehen= 


ſible, and whoſe Power exceeds all expref- 
fion. Whoſe Efſence no thought can com- 
prehend 3 though men given deeply to 

meditate uſe to expreſs it by Signs and Ex- 
amples. No Man can know more of God 


Throne is equal to Heaven and Earth, and 
no inconvenience doth accrew unto him 
from his conſervation of them both. God. 
15 the Excellent, Great, Wiſe, Knowing, Mo- 
derator, Powerful, Sagacious, Nimble,Great, 
who ſits upon his Throne honour'd with his 
Being, who plerceth into all places with his 
knowledge: who created Man , and knows 
whatſoever his Soul inſpir'd1 into him : not a 


leaf doth fall ws og his privity, neither 
doth a grave lye hid in darkneſs, whether 
green or drie, which is not to be found in 
the Books. [By which the Arabians under- 
ſtand Predeſtination.JThe ſame God hath ex- 
cellent Names (of which no fewer than 99 
arc & reckoned up by the Arabians) and ex- 
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cellent Attributes ; 1nall which Names and 
Attributes there is not the leaſt change. And 
it is- wickedneſs to believe, that his 4ttr7- 
butes are created, or his Names produced. 


God ſpoke with Moſes, and appeared in the 


Mount, which was aſtoniſhed at his Majeſty, 


Of Providence. 


All things, both goad and evil, ſweet and 
bitter, are under Gods: Providence; the 
Lord our God doth govern them all. The 


diſpoſal of all things are jn his hand, and 


their proceſs and originals depend upon his 
decree. He knows all things before they 
come to paſs, and all things flow by h's or- 
dering. Nothing is done by his Worſhippers, 
which he hath not decreed and anteverted 
by his preſctence. He knows all that he has 
made, making toerre whom he will, by lea- 
ving them in his juſt judgment, and dire&- 


Ing whom he pleaſeth, and of his mercy help- 


ing them. All things are brought to an eaſie 
end according to his fore-knowledge and 
foreſight, whether it be Calamitous or happy. 
And it were no ordinary impiety to imagine 
that any thing can be done in his Kingdome 
againſt his will ; or that any emolument can 
happen to any one which he doth not grant : 
or that theres any otherCreator of any thing 


beſides him, whois the Lord of his Creatures, 


the Lord of their Works, and the orderer of 
their Motions and Countcls, =. 
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The Belief of the Mahumedans concerning 
the, Alcoran, PT 


They hold , . That it 1s the uncreated 
Word of God. But this Article was not of 
univerſal belief among the Mahamedears, for 
 Almamon was of a contrary opinion, and 
very grieyouſly puniſht all thoſe who held 
otherwiſe. Among thoſe who held the Al- 
coran to be the 7zcreated word of God,D.Ah- 
med Ben Habib, of happy memory, was the 
chief, whom Alzzamon ſent for in fetters. 
But Almamon dyed before Ahmed came to 
him : yet his intention was purſued by Muta- 
ſms, who ſeverely correfted him. Elmacir. 
lib. 2. Saracen. Hiſt, pag. 138. 

* This opinion, that the Alcoran was crea- 
fed, was greatly approved of by Yathecas , 
and very highly commended by 4hmed the 
Son of 4b; David, and by his GCounſellour 
 Mahumed Ben Abdolmelich, Vathecus upon 
occaſion of this controverſie writ to all the 
Provinces of Egypt,that the Myſulmin (ſhould 
be compelled to believe that the Alcoran was 
created ;, and that this decree ſhould be writ- 
ten in the Temples, or publick Moſks. But 
this was very diſpleaſing to the Muſulmin , 
and vehemently deteſted by them. But thoſe 
who withſtood this Decree, and refuſed to 
embrace the opinion of Yathecas , wer 
mo 


"TI97 
moſt grievous puniſhments; ſome being 
| ſcourged, ſome impriſoned, and ſome (lain. 
' But afterward, when Giafar Mottavacelas 
caine to the Empire , he ſet thoſe at hiberty 
who were under reſtraint for their opinion, 
and expreſſed no ſmall dillke againſt Mz- 
humed Ben Abdolmelic , for adviſing AMuta- 
ſimu to confine them. And the Mahume- 
dans are fo zealous in maintaining their Al- 
coran, that they rather chuſe to ſuffer the 


Concerning the Prophetical Office of Mahumed, 


Tt 1s required of Myſulmin to believe 
that God ſealed up all Propheſie and Apo- 


ſtolate in his Prophet Mahumed : making him. 


to be the laſt of all he intended to fend unto 
the World, to preach his will, and to warn 


and invite Men to turn unto him ; granting 


him a clear light : that God alſo ſent unto him 
_ the wiſe Book (that is,the Alcoran) 1n which 
his true Religion 1s explaind, and Men are 
directed to the right way. 


Concerning the laſt Judgment. 


The Myſulmer are unanimous 1n the be- 
lief of a laſt Judgment, ſaying, that the hour 
ſhall come, when God ſhall raiſe up thoſe 
En DE ren that 


extreameſt miſeries ,, than doubt of its Brey- 
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that are in.their Sepulchres , and that: they 
ſhall return, like as God created them. That Y 
he ſhall give a double reward unto the good 
Works of his faithful ſervants z whoſe grea- 
teſt ſins he forgives if they repent, but the 
lefler fins are pardoned for their care to 
avoid the greater. But God doth not for- 
grve thoſe who make him to have Aſſociates, 
but he pardons whom he pleaſes, whore 
not involved in the Sin of Aſſociation, .. 
[nperuſal of this Article, the term of 4/- 
ſociation and 4/ſociates I found to bear an 
abſtruſe meaning, which had exceeded my 
comprehending, till I found the Alcorax 
calling the Jews and Chriſtzans by the title of 
Aſſociates ; becauſe the former held that 
Oz4ir, and the later that Meſſzas was the 
Son of God. And in another Chapter of - 
the Alcoran, Mahumed faith exprefly, That 
Cod doth not pardon him, who makes him 
to have a Comnmanion. For thoſe that do 
aſſociate any thing unto God, erre a dam- 
nable Errour. And Mahumed faith , that 
they are not tobe interceded for. And he 
brings Abraham 1a for an example, who pray- 
ed not for his Father, becauſe he was an Ido- 
later, and therefore an Aſociant. And1 
meet with a place cited out of the Suze , or 
Traditions of Mabymed, which gives us. 
herein no dark information : and it it thus. 
Inthe day of the Reſurre@ion, it ſha} be 
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ſaid to the Jews, What have' you Worſhipped? || d 
* they ſhall anſwer, We have Worſhiped Ozair, | C 
the Son of God: and it ſhall be ſaid untothem, || 1 
Te do erre, for God hath neither Son nor Com- || | 
panion : but what is it that you deſire? they | t 
reply, Something to drink : zt ſhall be ſaid nn- || t 
fo them, Drink, and fall headlong into Hell- || | 
fire. After this it ſhall be ſaid to the Chriſti- || | 
ans, What have ye worſhipped? they ſhall an- | | 


ſwer, We have worſhipped Meſitas, the $01 of 
God: and to them it ſhall be ſaid, You ſpeak 
lyes, God hath no Sor nor Society: What 3s it 
_ you deſire * That you would give us drink : 
zt ſhall be returned, Drink, and go to Gehen- 
na, By this Tradition of the $#ze, (which 
is of equal authority with the Alcoran) we 
| are made to underſtand who thoſe Aſoci- 
ants are, for whom there ſhall be no pardon 
in the day of doom. But to proceed, | 
Fhoſe who have done fo much good as || - 

_ equals in weight a grain of Barley, or a Piſ- | 
| 

| 
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mire, or an Atom,ſhall ſee it. And he that 
has done ſo much evil, ſhall alſo ſee it. And 
that the Prophet Mahumed ſhall by his in- 
terceſſton deliver thoſe of his Religion from || | 
Torments , who have foully and grievouſly | 
offended. ” 


Concerning Paradiſe and Hell; 


Under the name of Paradiſe , they uti- 
derſtand 


O65 


derſtand the place of the Bled, which 
God created and prepared to be the eternal 
manſion of his friends , whom he will there 
honour with the beholding of his face. And 
this Paradiſe the Myhymedans believe to be 
the ſame place out of which God caſt Adam, 
his. Prophet and Vicar, into the land which 
before he had deſigned | in his fore-know- 
ledge. 

They believe alſo another ſtate contrary 
to the former,in which all thoſe ſhall be cru- 
ciated that believe not in God; and this they 
call by the name of Fre. 


Concerning the certainty of the Reſurre@i- 
_ and the manner of retributing works. 


The high God at the day of the Reſur- 
refion ſhall come attended with Troops of 
Angels, to take an account of the Nations : 
the Scales ſhall be hung up, and the deeds of 
Men ſhall be weighed ; "_ they ſhall be 
happy whoſe works are found weighty. And: 
then the Books of Works ſhall be brought 
and they who receive their Book in the right 
hand, their account ſhall be eafie; but they. 
to whom the Book, is brought behind their 
back, ſhall burn in Hell. py | 


Concerning 


Concering Purgatory. 


All Men are to pals the Zoraf, which ſigni- 
fies a certain infernal Bridge, according to 
the diſpoſition and nature of their works: 
Thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, ſhall be known by | 
this, that they ſhall quickly and ſuddenly be 
delivered from the 7zfernal fire or Purgatory; 
but the reſt , according to the merit of their 
Works do periſh there. as 


Concerning the Nature of the Mahumedique 
BS. 
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The Muſulmin are very metaphorical in_ 
expreſſing themſelves in the deſcriptioa of 
their Faith, which they call Mahnmeds Pool, 
whither his people are to come to drink: and: 
that whoſoever drinks thereof ſhall not thirſt 
but whoſoever ſhall profane or change this 
Faith, (hall be forced and driven from it. This 
Faith conſiſts in the words of the Tongue , 
fincerity of the heart, and the outward de- 
monſtration of the work. It increafeth by | 
the increaſe of works, and faileth through 

_ thedefet of works: increaſe and decreaſe 
happen to Faith. Neither is the word of 
Faith perfected , unleſs by works: neither 
doth word or work avail any thing without 
intention 3 and neither word nor work, nor 
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intention 1s of any efficacy without conſext, 


of the ſlate of Martyrs. and of other Souls 
after this life, when they are ſeparate fron 
their Bodies. 


The Martyrs are not finally extin&, but 
live with their Maſter, by whom they are 
ſuſtained | where by Martyrs we are to un- 
derſtand al! thoſe who have died (in Battel 
or otherwiſe) for the defence or propagation 
of the Mahnmedan Religion.] The Spirits 
or Souls of the Bleſſed do ſtill remain, and 
{hall enjoy delights until that day in which 

their Bodies ſhall be ratied'; but the wretched 
are tormented to the day of judgment. God, 
fay the Myſul-mirn, ſhall eſtabliſh in the life of 
this, and the World to come, rhoſe who be- 
lieve. They hold alſo, that every Man has 
:his Guardian Angel, who appoints him his 
work; and that nothing of his aCtions 1s 
| hid from God, They believe, that the An- 
gel whom they call the Angel of Death,doth 
gather together the ſeparate Spirits or Souls 
at the beck of the Lord. They have like- 
wiſe a Tradition, how the Angel of Death 
doth beat the dead carkaſs in its grave : and. 

, they ſeem to borrow this Fable from that of 
the Jews,which Byx#. takes notice of, Synag. 
Jud. cap.35. Afﬀterthe Arabian Author (out 
of whom theſe things are related) hag {ct 
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down theſe Contents of Mahumediſm , he 
concludes all with a large Encomium of 
Mahamed, and of their happineſs who lived 
in his time; as alſo of the Empire of his 
Succeſlors Abubecer , Omar, Oſman, Ali: 
adding , that none ought ever to mention 
them but with ſignal reverence. 
Gabriel $ionita 1n his 14 Chapter de Ur- 
bib. & Morib..Oriental. gives us another ace. 
count of Myhymediſy: out of Jacob Ben S3- 
di Ali , an Arabian Author , which 'being 


not voluminous, TI have thought good here 


toinſert. - | 


4 


The Worſhip and Religion of the 14u/ul- 
in conſiltsin this ; That they belileve all the 


 diſconrſes which the Arch-Angel Gabriel had 


with Mahumed , concerning the things that 
are to be believed and done + of which theſe 
are the ſumm : viz, That the Muſulmin 
believe in one God , and that there is none 
other Eike him. That they believe the Angels to 
be the Servants of God. That they believe the 
Scriptures which were ſent to the Apoſiles; 
which are by common opinion divided into an 
hiundred and four Books; of which ten were 


ſent to Adam ; fiſty to Seths and thirty to 


Enoch (whom they call Edris;) ter to Abra- 
ham : the Law to Moſes ; the Pſalms to David; 
the Goſpel to Jcfus Chriſt ; and at laſt the Al- 
coran was ſent to Mahumed. And all theſe 
Books of Scripture they believe to be ſent Hep | 

—— God, 


CH - 
God, for the benefit of Men. They believe a _ 
day of ReſurreFion after death; and that 
ſome are predeſtinated to Fire (by which they 
mean Hell) 42d ſome to Paradiſe, according 
to the Will of God, For it is expreſly ſaid 
iz the Alcoran, There is none of you who has 
not his place in Paradiſe, and his place 1nIn- 
ferno appointed for him. They believe alſo 
2 reward of good Men, and the puniſhment of 
bad : The Interceſſion of Saints. It is alſo 
neceſſary , that every Muſulmin believe tbe 
Divine Pen , which was created by the finger 
of God, This Pen, fay the Mahumedarr 
Doctors, 18 made of Pearls, and 1s of ſo great 
length and breadth, that a ſwift Horſe in fifty 
years cannot paſs over it, And it doth write 
_ all things paſt , preſent, and to come. The 
Iak with which it writes, is of l;ght ; the 
Language wherein it writes, none doth un- 
derſtand but the Arch-Angel Seraphael.They 
believe alſo the puniſhment of Sepylchres, or 
that the dead therein are often cruciated 5 
and of this they produce an inſtance of what 
hapned in a certain Sepnlchre betwixt Mecca 
and Medina. Thus far Gabriel Sionita. 

The Dodtrine of Mahumed, in ſeveral of 
the particulars already mention'd, is muck 
otherwiſe reported by Exropear Authors , 
than it is done here, But I have kept my 
ſelf to the Orientals in this account, and ant 
induced to believe they are the fitteſt to be 

H 2 our 
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our i»formers , as dealing in their own ſto- 


Ty, and in ſuch things as did moſt nearly 


concern them , and in which we may imagine 
their care was to deal fairly. 

But ere I ſhut up this tedious Chapter, I 
hope the Reader will not take 1till , that I 


advertiſe him of another account of the Ma- 


humedans Religion, fet down by Doctor 


 Pacock, , 1n his Learned Notes upon Greg. 


Abul.Farajins,pag. 284.&*c.which he cites out 
of Algazalinzs, a Writer of . great reputation 


among the Mabumedans; and it 1s called, 
The Interpretation of the Faith of the Ortho- 


dox; which conſiſts in theſe two points. 

I. That thereis no God, but the God. 2. That 
Mahumed # his Meſſenger. This 1s that 
Duplex Teſtimoninmys, which | Elmacinus 
ſaith was the Poefie or Motto of Mahumeds 
Seal : though a learned Writer tells us out 
of Alkodaizs , that his Seal had no other 


Inſcription than Mahumed Meſſenger of | 


God; which being but three words in the 
Arabick, was written in ſo many lines. This 
1s the uſual Deviſe of the Signets of the Bar- 


_ 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Of the things conducing to the propa- 
gation of Mahumed's Hereſie. And 
firſt, of his carriage towards the 


Chriſtians. 


T_F Aving, in the antecedent Chapters, 
given a {hort account of the Origize 
and firſt State of Mahumediſm, and therein 
of the more remarkable paſliges relating to 
to the Birth, Life, and Death of the Au- 
thor of that Herefie : In purſuance of my 
firſt intention, I am now to ſet down the 
things which ( are conjectured to have ) 
conduced to the firſt reception of that cur- 
ſed Impoſtor 3 among which , ſome related 
to Mahamed's Carriage and Doctrine, and 
ſome to the condition - wherein he found 
Religion at his firſt ſetting up for a Pro 
phet. _ 
It has ever been the guiſe of the Ring- 
| Teaders of miſchievous Enterprizes, to gain, 


if poſlible, a popular eſteem of their per- . 


ſons : In which artifice Mahamed was both 
ſtudious and ſucceſsful. For his ſeemingly 
rigid Zeal for Religion was tempered with 
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ſuch an affability of deportment, that the 
very Koraiſhites, his ſoreſt Enemies, highly 
commended his Demeanour , though they 
reſolutely withſtood his Doctrine. 

Bnt that which ſome have reckoned for 
a main Engine to advance his Religion , 
was his not ſuffering it, like Moſes his Rod,to 
turn to a Serpent, and devour all the reſt : 
For he granted a Toleration 3 for every 


_ one had free liberty to enjoy his Worſhip, 


according' to ' that place of the Alcoran, 
where he ſaith: O Tnfidels! I do not adore 
what you adore 5 and you do not adore what 
T worſhip ; obſerve you your Law, and Twill 
obſerve mine. At his firſt appearance un- 
der the Cloak of a divine Meſſenger, he 


found agreat part of the World enlightned 


with the Goſpel, and Chriſtianity : though 
it was greatly ſhaken with Inteſtine Here- 
lies, yet there was (till that Zeal and Union 
of its Profeſſors, and power and aQtivity of 
Civil Magiſtrates , as render'd it ſo formi-. 
dable to Mahamed, that he conld not hope 


to afright them into compliance, There- 


fore during the firſt and weak ſtate of Ma- 
humediſm , its Author put on a modeſt 
Countenance and plaxſible Aſped, eſpecially 
toward the Chriſtians, whom he {ſo far cour- 
ted, as to draw his own Tenets and Do- 
cirine in ſome conformity to theirs ; highly 
pratfing the Perſon, Actions, and Rules of 

- F MASRY Chriſt, 


” ( 93) 

_ Chriſt, and uſing a peculiar reſped& to al! 
| bearing his Nafne. 

 Elmacinus (inthe firſt book of his Saracen 
Hiſtory) tells us, how that certain Chriſtians 
coming to defire Mahumeds protettion, he 
freely granted their requeſt, conditioning 
onely the payment of a ſmall Tribute. He 
_ alſo commanded Omar to tell them, That 
their Lives were as his Life, and their Riches 
4 his Riches ;That whatever befel them, ſhould 
befal him alſo. This was written, faith EJ- 
 macinas, by the famous Author of the Book 
Almubaddeb, and 1s cited by Abunifa. The 
ſame Hiſtory reports likewiſe, that when a 
 Grandee who was a Cariſtian cawe to v1- 
ſit the Prophet, that che ſtood up to him 
' 1n token of reſpe&t: and being by ſome of 
his followers rebuked for ſo doing, he told 
_ them, The Chriſtian was a Magiſtrate among 
his people, and honour is due to men of that 
Duality, He charged his Captains to be 
kinde to the Cophtites ; and that he wonld 
be an Enemy to that man in the day of Judg- 
. ment, who oppreſſed the Chriſtians. And to 
teſtifie to the world that his deſigne was not 
to oppreſs or ruinate their Religion, he 1s 
reported to have made this following Co- 
venant for the proteCtion both of Chriſtia- 
nity and its Profeſſors. . 


H 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIIL. 


A Copy of the League Mahumed made 
with the Chriſtians, whoſe Origi- 
nal was found in a Monaſtery on 
Mount Carmel, near Mount Liba- 
nus, 4 days journey from Mecca, 
and ( as ſome ſay) was ſent to 
the King's Library in France. 


Ahumed, ſent from God to teach Man- 
# kinde, and declare the Divine Com- 
miſſion in truth, wrote theſe things. 

That the Cauſe of Chriſtian Religion 
determined by God , might remain in all 
parts of the Eaſ# and weſt, as well amongſt 
the Inhabitants as Strangers, near and re- 
mote, known and unknown: To all theſe 
people [ leave this preſent Writing, as an 
inviolable League, as a deciſion of all far- 
ther Controverſies, and a Law whereby Ju- 
tice 18 declared, and ſtrift obſervance enjoy- 
*ed. Therefore, whoſoever of the Muſulmin's 
Faith ſhall neglect to perform theſe things, 
and violate this Zeagye, and after the man- 

ner of Intidels break it, and tranſgreſs what 
J I command herein, bs breaks the Compai q 
Go 


__. 
God, reſiſts his agreement, and contemns his 
Teftament,whether he be a King, or any other 
of the faithful, (that is, Mahumedans. ) 

By this Agreement, whereby I have ob- 
liged my ſelf, 'and which the Chriſtians have 
required of me, and in my Naze, and in 
the name of all my Diſczples, to enter into 
a Covenant of God with them, and Leagye 
and Teſtament of the Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Ele&, and faithful $azzts, and bleſſed of 
times paſt and to come. | 

By this Covenant, I ſay, and Teſtament 
of mine ({ which I will have maintained 
with as much Religion, as a Prophet Miſſio- 
nary, or as an Angel next to the Dzvize 
Majeſty is ſtri& in his obedience towards 
God, and in obſervance to his Law and Co- 
venant) I promiſe to defend their Judges 
in my Provinces, with my Horſe and Foo, 
Auxiliaries, and other my faithful Follow- 
ers 3 and to preſerve them from their Ene- 
mies, whether remote or neer, and fecure 
them both in Peace and War ; and protect 
their Churches, Temples, Oratories, Mo- 
naſteries, and places of Pilgrimage, where- 


ſoever ſcituated , whether 1n Mountain or 


Valley, Cavern or Houſe, a Plain, or upon 


| theSand, orin what ſort of edifice ſoever; 


allo preſerve their Religion and their Goods 
in whatſoever part they are , whether at 


Land or Sea, Eaſt or Weſt, eyen asI keep 


(96) 
my ſelf and my Scepter, and the faithful 
believers of my own people. _ 

By this Covenant, 1 likewiſe promiſe to 
receive ' them into my protection from all 
Harm, Vexation, Offence, and Hurt. More- 
over, to repel thoſe Enemies which are offen- 
{iveto ther and ze, and ſtontly to oppoſe 

them both in my perſon, by my Servants, 
and all others of my People and Nation : 
For figce I am ſet over them, I ought to 
preſerve and defend them from all adverſity, 
and that no evil touch them before it af- 
fit mine, who labour in the ſame work. 
I promiſe farther to free them from thoſe 
- burthens which Confederates ſuffer, either 
by Loans of Money, or Impoſitions 3 ſo 
that they ſhall be obliged to pay nothing 
but what they pleaſe, and no moleſtation or 
injury ſhall be offered them herein, | 
A Biſhop ſhall not be removed from his 
| Dliaceſs, or a Chriſtian compelled to re- 
 nounce his Faith, or a Monk his Profeſſion, 
ora Pilgrim diſturbed in his Pilgrimage, or 
a religious man in his Ce : Nor ſhall their 
Churches be deſtroyed , or converted inta 
Moſchs ; for whoſoever doth fo break this 
Covenant of God, oppoſes the Meſſenger 
of God , and fruſtrates the divine Teſta- 
ment. No Impoſitions ſhall be laid upon 
Friars or Biſhops, nor any of them who are 
not liable to Taxes, unleſs it be with their 
own conſent, | And 
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And as to great Merchants , Fiſhers of 
Pearls, Miners of precious: ſtones, Gold and 
Silver, and all other rich and opulent Chri- 
ſtians, they ſhall not pay above twelve ſhil- 
lings yearly ; and it ſhall alſo be from thoſe 
who are conſtant Inhabitants of the place, 
and not from Travellers and men of uncer- 
tain abode ; for they ſhall not be ſubje& to 
Impoſitions or Contributions , unleſs they 
are poſſeſſors of Land 'or Eſtate 3 for he 

which is lawfully ſabje& to pay money to 
the Emperour, ſhall pay as much as another 
and not more , nor more required from 
him above his faculty and ſtrength. In like 
marniner, he that is taxed for his Land, Hox- 
ſes, or Revenue, ſhall not be burthened im- 
moderately, nor oppreſſed with greater 
| Taxes than any others that pay Contribu- | 
_ tion. 
| Nor {hall the Confederates be obliged to 
goto War with the Myſulmins againſt theirr + 
Enemies, either to fight or diſcover their 
Armics, becauſe it is not of duty to a Con- 
federate to be employed in Military Affairs ; 
but rather this CompaG& is made with them, 
that they may be the leſs oppreſſed ; but ra- 
' ther the Myſulmiz ſhall watch and ward 
and defend them. And therefore that they 
be not compelled to go forth to fight , or 
encounter the Enemy , or finde Horſe or 
Arms, unleſs they voluntarily furniſh them þ 
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And he who ſhall thus willingly coatri- 
bute, ſhall be recompenſed and rewarded. 
No Myſulmin ſhall infeſt the Chriſtians, nor 

- contend with them in any thing but in kind- 

| neſs; but treat them with all courteſte, and 
abſtain from all oppreſſion or violence to- 
ward them, 

If any Chriſtian commit a crime or fault, 
it ſhall be the part of the Myſalm3z to afſfiſt 
him, intercede, and give caution for him, 
and compound for his miſcarriage ; liberty 
ſhall alſo be given him to redeefn his life. 
Nor {ſhall he be forſaken , nor deſtitute of 
help, becauſe of the Divine Covenant which 
is with them , That they ſhould enjoy what 
the Myſalmins enjoy, and ſuffer what they : 
ſuffer. rb ets 

And according to this Covenant, which 
1s by the Chriſtians juſt requeſt, and ac- 
cording to that endeavour which 1s ſo re- 
quired for confirmation of its Authority, 
you are obliged to prote& them from all 

calamity , and perform all Offices of good 

will toward them , ſo that the AMuſulmir 
may be ſharers with them 1n proſperity and 
 adverlity, | 

| Moreover, all care ought to be had, that 
no violence be offered to them, as to mat- 
ters relating to Marriage , viz. That they 
compell not the Parents to match thetr 


Daughters with Myſa/zziz « Nor ſhall they 
| be 


(109) 
be [moleſted for refuſal either to give a 
Bridegroom, or a Bride ; for this is an at 
Wholly voluntary, depending on their free 
will and pleaſure. 
But if it happen that a Chriſtian woman 
ſhall joyn with a Myſulz:in , he 1s obliged 
to give her liberty of Conſcience in her Re- 
ligion, and that ſhe may obey her Ghoſtly 
Father, and be inſtructed in the Do@rizes 
of her Faith without impediment. There- 
fore he ſhall not diſquiet her , either by 
threatning divorce, or by follicitations to 
forſake her Faith; but if he ſhall be con- 
trary hereunto, and moleſt her herein, he 
deſpiſes the Covenant of God, rebels again(t 
| the Compact of the Meſſenger of God, and 
1s entred into the number of liars. 
Moreover, when Chriſtians would repair 

their Churches, or Convents, or any thing . 
elſe appertaining to their Worſhip, and have 
need of the liberality and affiſtance of the - 
Muſulmins hereunto, they ought to con- 
tribute, and freely to beſtow according to 
their ability 3 not with intention to receive 
it again , but gratis; and as a good will 
toward their Faith, and to fulfil the Cove- 
nant of the Meſſenger of God, conſidering 
the obligation they have to perform the 
Covenant of God, and the Compact of the 
| Meſſenger of God. Nor ſhall they oppreſs 
any of them living amongſt the Myſul-rin 
nor 
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nor hate theni., nor compel them to carry 
Letters , or ſhew the way , or any other 
| manner force them: For he who exerciſes 
any manher of this Tyranny againſt them, 
is an oppreſſor , and an adverſary to the 


Meſſenger of God , and refractory to his 
Precepts. | —_ 


Theſe are the Covenants apreed between 
Mahumed the Meſſenger of God, and Chri- 
| ſtians, But the Conditions on which I 
binde theſe Covenants on their Conſcten- 
ces, are theſe : 


| That no Chriſtian give any entertainment 
to a Souldier Enemy to the Mrſalmin, or 
receive iQ his Houſe publickly or privately. 
That they receive none of the Enemies of 
the Myſulzziv as Sojourners into their 
Houſes, Churches, or Religious Convents, 
nor underhand furniſh the Camp of their 
Enemies with Arms, Horſe, Men 3 or main- 
tain any correſpondence or intercourſe with 
them by contracts or writing 3 but betaking 
themfelves to ſome certain place of abode, 
| ſhall attend to the preſervation of them- 
ſelves, and to the defence of their Reli- 
g10N. 

To any Myſulzzin and his Beaſts they 
ſhall give three days entertainment with 


variety of meat 3 and moreover ſhall en- 
deavour 


_ (10x) 

deavour to defend them from misfortune 
and trouble. So that if. any Muſulmi 
ſhall be defirons or be compelled to 
conceal himſelf in any of their houſes 
or habitations, they ſhall friendly hide 
him, and deliver him from the danger he is 
in, and not betray him to the Enemy. 

And in this manner the Chriſtians per- 
forming. Faith on their ſide, whoſoever vio- 
lates any of theſe Conditions, and doth 
contrarily, ſhall be deprived of the benefits 
| contained in the Covenant of God and his 
Meſſenger. Nor ſhall he deſerve to enjoy 
_ thoſe Priviledges indulged to Biſhops and 
Chriſtian- Monks, and to the believers ofthe 
contents of the Alcoran. 4 

Wherefore I do conjure my people by 
God and his Prophet, to maintain theſe 
things faithfully, and fulfil them in what part 
| ſoever of the world they are ; and the Meſ- 
ſenger of God {hall recompence them for the 
ſame : The perpetual obſervation whereof he 
ſcriouſly recommends to them, until the day 
of Judgment and diſſolution of the world. 

Of theſe Conditions which Mabxmed the 
Meſlenger of God hath agreed with the Chri- 
ſtians, and hath enjoyn'd, the witneſſes were, 


_ 


Abu Bacre, | Iſoman Ben- Afaw, 
Omar Ben-Alcherab, Ali Ben-Abitaleb. 


The 


—_ hs 
_ - I < is d. 
a CE OL IE 
® > PY - = 
——_ —— — 
-_ _— —w—_ ———T Eoin rowers on 
_ _- 


Cr 4) 


_ The Secretary was Moavias ben 4b; $a- 
fan, a Souldier of the Meſſenger of God, the 
laſt day of the Moon of the fourth Moneth, 
the fourth year of Hegira, in Medina. May 
God remunerate thoſe who are witneſſes of 
this writing. Praiſed be God the Lord of 
all Creatures. 

This is the Govenant which Mahnmed 
made in favour of the Chriſtians ; and 
though the Tarks deny the truth thereof, 
yet it 1s by very good Authors taken for 
real. And if the condition of Mahameds 
affairs be conſidered at the time when this 
Covenant is ſaid to have been made by 
him, there will be the leſs temptation to ſu- 
ſpe& its Authority : For in the fourth of 
the Hegira he was at war with the Arabians, 
and his Kingdome in no good poſture; but 
like the intancy of all new-erected Empires, 

weak and infirm: And to prevent his be- 
ing aſſaulted with two Enemies at once, the 
Arabian and Ghriltian, he took oft the lat- 
ter by this politick Compact. | 


(113) 
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CHAP. XIX. 
The opinions of ſome Learned Men 


concerning this Covenant. 


"THis Teſtament of X/abx-med was at firſt 
publiſhed in Fraxce, with the Tranſla- 

tion of Gabriel $ioxita, and after that in 
Germany, by Johannes Fabritins,\n the 1638. 
of Salvation. Groti#s 1n one of his Epiſtles 
mentions it in theſe words : Edidit Gabriel 
Sionita his diebus Teſtamentum Muhammedis 
7 adrappire; aut indultum potiws ejus in grati- 
am Chriſtianorum, haud dubie 2 Chriſftianis 
ſuppoſitum, ut ſub obtenty tanti nominis Mu- 
ſulmannis equioribus uterentur. Ille tamer 
geminum eſſe affirmat, & perſuadet iis , qui 
naſum non habent. By which words the 
Learned Grotius atterly rejets it , as ſpurious 
and ſuppoſutitious.But Hottinger ſpeaks alittle 
more warily, and confeſſes he never ſaw it, 
. but that it may be diſcovered by its ſtyle : be- 
cauſe Mabumed expreſſeth all his concerns 
after ſuch a manner 1n Arabzck, that one 
converſant in his Writings, may eaſily diſ- 
cern what is his, and what not. But without 
any venturous determination concerning the 
trath or ſuppoſititiouſneſs of the aboveſaid 


C048- 
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_ Compad, we find about the beginning of the 
fifth Age, that the Saracens were very re- 
ſpedtful toward the Melchite , whom they 
eſteemed the Orthodox Chriſtians; of which 
Sect Mr. Brerewood has given an account m 
Chap. 16. of his Enquiries touching the di- 
verfity of Languages and Religions , ©. 
(whither Irefer the Reader.) An inſtance of 
this kindneſs to the Melchite, we meet 1n El- 
macinas, pag. 247. Who writes, that Aziz 
Billah,a great Lord of Egypt, Married a Mel- 
citique Chriſtian, who made it a condition 
of her Marriage, that a Temple of our Lady, 
otherwiſe called theTemple of the Patriarch, 
ſhould be reſtored: to the Orthodox, which 
was ſpoiled and taken from them by the 
Jacobites, And that ſtory of Almzanaer, a 
Prince of the Saracens, is uſually related 1n 
teſtimony of the favour that was ſhown to 
the Melchites 5 which Zonargs thns reports, 
Voie eg Tire 3} flromfus, 'ANzudvSupOr 5 off "Aatpluny puraper 
xamgHle 263 rgouditers Bc, Alrnander the chief 
over a Tribe among the Hagarers , being 
Catechized or inſtructed by the Orthodox or 
Melchite, believed and was Baptized: to 
whom Severzs ſent two Biſhops, on purpoſe 
to draw him to his own Hereſie; who telling 
him that the two Natares of Chriſt were | 
confuſed into one, he replyed, that then the 
Divinity of Chriſt ſuffer'd with his humane 
tleſh: And being willing to convince the 

. two 


(115) 
two Biſhops of the Abſurdity of ſuch a po- 
lition , he appointed one of his Servants in 


the preſence of the Biſhops to whiſper ſome- 


thing in his ear; upon which 4/zander. 


feigned himſelf exceeding ſad, and began to 
look dejefted. The Btſhops demanded the 
cauſe, and what it was that wrought in his 


countenance fo ſuddain a change. He told 
them, that Michaelthe Arch-Angel was very 
lately dead. The Biſhops told hiv, the news 


was certainly falſe , and that it was impoſli- 


ble for an Angel to dye. To whom he re- 


plied, It an Angel cannot dye, for what rea- 
| fon do ye affirm that the Deity can ſuffer 
and dye, being conjoined and mixt with 
fleſh, and with it made into one Nature ? 
But to return. Mahumeds Solemn League 
and Covenant with the Ghriſtians, may with 
good reaſon be numbred among the Artifices 
made uſe of by that Great Politique, to afliſt 
his Infant Emyire : which as ſoon as he ſaw 
grown (trong, he wrote the Chapter of the 
Sword, and another of the Battel, where all 


his promiſes of Toleration and Indulgence to - 


the Chriſtians in their Religion, was changed 
to a harſher ſtyle: And now 1t was, Cf 
off the Infidels Heads, take them Priſovers , 
enſlave them natil you think ſit togrant tiem 
their liberty, or make ther pay their ranſome, 
oy = 

And yet notwithſtanding all this, G25r:ef 
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_ $i0nita ventures to tell the World, That by 


vertue of Mahumeds Covenant,they have in the 
Turkiſh Dominions enjoyed the freedome of 
publick exerciſing the Chriſtian Religion, and 
ſecurity to their Perſons and Eflates. 

_ Conſulting with a perſon very well ver- 
ſed in the Arabian Language, and deſiring 
his opinion of the ſaid Teſtament ; he writ 
me word, that he had peruſed the Tefta- 
mentum Mahumedis in Arabick, and con- 
cluded it ſpurious ; becauſe not two lines in 
the whole are to be met with, any way ſa- 


 vouring of the Alcoran-Phraſe. The Editi- 


on which I peruſed (faith he) is in Arabick 
and Latiz, where the Printer in a Preface 
tells us, that it was firſt brought out of the- 
Eaſt by Pacifica Scaliger a Capucine Miflio- 
nary, who took much pains 1n the Eaſtern 
parts , in endeavouring the converſion of 
thoſe people to the Roman Faith. And it is 
very probable (faith-my Friend) both by 
the ſtyle and matter, that he himſelf was the 
firſt and ſole Author of it. _ + 
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That Mahumed's carriage to the Jews 
and Arabians might be a belp to - 


nouriſh up bis Infant Sed. 
Abumed's pretended Friendſhip to 


M | the Chriſtians was not more advan- 
tageous to his Sed, than his Enmity againſt 
the Jews, whom he looked upon as a con- 
_ temptible perfidious people, whom God pu- 
mi{hed with wazts and ſhame; and he al- 
ways ſpeaks of them as of Beggars and Va- 
_—_ : : and becauſe of their obſtinate 
adherence to the legal Ceremonies, he by 
way of ſcorn calls them , The peop ple of the 
Laiv. And weare told out of A! Baidaws's 
Commentaries upon the Alcoran , ( who 
died in the 692 year of the Hegira ; I That 
where-ever Mahumed uſeth hes words, 
The curſe of God be upon the Infidels, it is 
to be underſtood of the Jews. 
' This his ſevere deportment towards the 
Hebrews, ſome impute to his hatred of their 
cruel dealing with the good men God ſent 
unto them. - And others again imagine It 
Was, the more cunningly to ingratiate with 
I 3 the 
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the Chriſtians, But we need not herein 
haye recourſe to conjectures, ſeeing we 
Fnge the Jews continually - oppoſing his 
Eaotrine, and labouring to deteCt and ex- 
poſe him or a Cheat. Once ( we read 
how ) ſome of the Jewiſh Prieſts coming to 
Mahumed, told him, That there was a debate 
hapred betwixt them and the people , and 
that they had bound themſelves to ftand to 
his od; and that if he would give ſen- 
#erce exeinft the people, they would become 
his Proſelytes , and by their Example draw 
many to his Se. But Mabnmed percet- 
ving their defigne, ſent them away with 
threatnings to be revenged of their pro- 
jet, At another time a Jewiſh Damſel 
went about to poyſon him, and the Jews 
every where diſputed againſt his Principles 3 
which was orefeticr enough to an 1mperious 
proud Impoſtor, of being ſevere againſt ſuch 
an unarmed and unwarlike Generation as 
tie Jews were at that time. | SMS 
As to the Pagan Arabians, he treated 
them with other Stratagems, He found, 
5 he often calls them, S»fepa, an Ignorant, 
_Beaſtly, and Idolatrous Nation, void of all 
| Learning and ingentous Education 3 to 
whom Mahurmed diſcovered the vanity of 
their Idolatry, and the infignificancy of the 
Idols they worſhipped : and gave them 
likewiſe 10 underſtand, that they ought to 
VIOr- 


C9) 


worſhip the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth, who was the onely true-God, who 
made. all things 3 who caufed Rain to fall 
from Heaven, and fruits to proceed from the 
Earth; who cauſed men to die, and after 
death to riſe againz to reward every man 
according to his deferts with Glory or 
Puniſhment : That God... had created the 
Paradiſes, with many excellent things, for 
the Bleſſed; and Hel, with numberleſs tor- 
ments, for the Dawned. _ All which were 
denied by the Idolatrous Arabians , upon 
whom he fo wrought by fearful and fre- 
quent inculcations of theſe things, that at 
laſt- numbers of them embraced his Do- 
cirine. And the more to endear theſe his 
new Proſelytes, ( meaſuring theirs by his 


own libidinous humour ) he 1ndulged them | 


all manner of Carnal and iithy enjoyments 5 
which, I doubt not, was a winning conceſ- 


fion tothat rude and blockiſh people, and 


a. fit. Engine to infinuate his Religion into 
their embrutiſht mindes. And we need not 
ſuſpect the truth of what is ſpoken, or doubt 
that Mahawed granted his Diſciples a licen- 
tious freedom in this life ; ſeeing the Hea- 
ven he promiſeth them mn the next, 1s made 
to coal chiefly in ſuch fleſbly fruitions, 

as may appear <A this following ſhort de- 
(crjption of his Paradiſes, or future Kate. 
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CHAP. XXI. 
Of Mahumed s Paradiſ es. 


Od, ſaith the Alcoran , created ſeven 
JF Habitations , each of which 1s called 
a Paradiſe. They are wrought with Gold, 
Silver, Pearls, and precious Stones : It hath 
divers ſtately Edifices, Gardens, and divers 
Fruit-trees, two ſorts of each : There are 
ſeveral Fountains and Rivers of cool Waters, 
Milk, Honey, and moſt ſweet Wine. In 
the midſt of this Paradiſe there is a vaſtly 
big Tree, with leaves of Gold and Silver, 
'the branches whereof cover the walls of 
Paradiſe: In every leaf of this Tree the 
' Name of Mahumed is inſcribed together 
with the Name of God, in this known A- 
bridgement of Mahumediſin , Le ilehe ile 
allah Muhamed razalo allah ( as the conver- 
ted Alfaqui Andreas Maurus writes it, jb, 
Confuſ. $eF. Mahumed, cap. 1o. ) 7. e. There 
# 20 other God but the Lord, and Mahumed 
his Meſſenger. The ornaments and furni- 
ture of theſe Paradifes are to be collected 
out of ſeveral Chapters of the Alcoran 3 
wherein is to be ſeen how the Moors are to 
have their $7/ks, org, Tapeſtries, Tiilues, 
Broca- 


/ 
\ 


(nay) 
Brocado's, for Curtains, Vallens, ec. Their 
Beverage ſhall be a fort of Water whiter 
| than Snow, and ſweet as the Honey-comb. 
Here the Moors ſhall have delight without 
care, and continually be zzerry and jocurd. 
They ſhall have their Guzldemin Mohalledun, 
Pages to wait upon them clothed in Tiſſues, 
and ſurpaſſing in beauty ; who have no o- 
ther employment but to be Cup-bearers to 
the Myſul-min. Here are alſo the Horhiz, 
Virgins ſumptuous 1n apparel, and beauti- 
ful as the light. Theſe are not of humane 
race, but continually created. Theſe Vir- 
gins live recluſe, and are made on purpoſe 
" to entertain the Muſulzriv. And here he 
ſpeaks ſuch uncouth filthineſs, as may not 
with due modeſty be named to an izgernuors 
Reader. But , I confeſs , fo great is the 
naughtineſs of the things to be met with 
in Andreas Maurus his account of Mahu- 
med's Paradiſes, that I had rather the cu- 
rious Reader ſhould conſult that Author, 
than I make him here bluſh with a Tranſcri- 
ption. 
But among all the Luxuries provided for 
| the men, not one word 1s ſpoken of any en- 
tertainment provided for the women ; which 
the converted Alfaqui notes for a ſingular 


defedt ( amid all the accompliſhments) of 
 Mahbumed's future ſlate. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XXII 
Of Mahumed”s Miracles. 


=_ 5; gh the things Mahbymed indulged 
his Followers in this life, and promi- 
ſed them in the next, were certainly very 
taking with the fottiſh and idolatrous Ara- 
bians, and a very proper in*rument to 
ſeduce them to his party : Yet with thoſe 
who were of a more awakened Under- 
ſanding, he was forced to deal in another 
Method. And becauſe he was often urged 
to do Wonders, like Noah, Moſes and Chriſt; 
ris to confirm the- Divizs Right of his 

Apoſtileſhip by expreſs Miracles, he preten- 
ded theſe following to have hapned to 
him. 


T. That ; in his Infancy (as was ſaid a- 
bove ) the Angel Gabrie/ launced his 
Stomach, and pulled out his Heart , and 
took thence the black Coar, which is the 
ſeat of temptations, and inſtantly put up 
his heart again. Aahumed not fi _—_ the 
 leaftdiſeaſe or pain. 

2. That going with the Caravan,and one 


day it chancing to be very hot, a Cloud 
{etled 


(123) 


ſettled over Mabumed's head , and over- 


ſhadowed, and went along with him, to 


fave him from the violent heat. 

. Mahumed (as he may well) reckons it 
for a Miracle, that Gabriel ſhould come and 
ſalute him in the Cave, and —_— to deliver 
him the Alcorar. 

| 4: A fourth Miracle was, that of the 
Beaſts, Birds and Stones faluting him, as one 
evening he came from the Cave, and told 


him expreſly, that he was the Meſſenger of 


God. To which he addes, that in his paſ- 
ſage there lying the crunk of a tree, and 
Mahumed being ready to ltep aftde, the 
tree cleft aſunder in the midſt, fo that he 
went thorow it 3 and afloon as he was gone, 
= tree grew together again as it was be- 
ore. 


. Another Miracle was the coming of 


the trees to ſhadow him, and after they 
had performed that office, at his command 
toreturn to their places. In the Syxe this 


Miracle (faith Jo. Andr. Maurms) is thus re- 


ported : 

 Mahbnmed being one day uncovered in the 
fields, he had occaſion to untruſs, during 
which the Sun ſhone ſo hot on his head, that 
he was all ina ſweat 3 whereupon he looked 
towards certain Trees which-were far from 
him, and called them to come and ſhadow 
him : 3 upon which two Trees tore up the 
| earth 


(124). 

earth with their roots, and came to the 
place where Mahuxzed was, and made him 
an Arbour z and having done their office, 
at Mahumed's command they returaed to 
their places, and the earth cloſed up their 
roots again. 
6. Another Miracle was the weeping of 

the trunk of a Palm-tree : which I 008 
thus related : 

When Mahnmed was ready to leave he 
ca, and go to Medina, he had a dry trunk 
of a Palm-tree in his houſe ; which on the 
night of his Alhegira, or Baniſhment from 
Mecca, was very moiſt 5; whereupon he ca]- 
led the Moors, and Tefired them to ſee a 
oreat Miracle. The Moors anſwer'd, that 
they defired nothing more than to ſee Mira- 
cles; then he brought them where the trunk 
lay, and bad them touch it with their hands, 
and ſee how it wept for Mabumed's depar: 


ture. 


But his greateſt Miracle was the ww 
ding of the Moon, as 1s intimated in 
Chapter of the Alcoran, bearing that Ti: 
tle. Upon which a Commentary thus re- 
lates the whole Story : One night an Uncle 
of Mahumed promiſed that he would turn 
Muſulman, and believe him for a Prophet, 
if he would make the Myoz come to the 
midſt of Heaven, and be inthe Full, which 


was then but newly Changed, and divide it 
ſelf 


(125) 


{elf into two equal parrs, and come out of 
Heaven to the Earth, and the two pieces to 
go, the one through the hole of one of 
Mahumed's \(leeves, and the other piece 
through the hole of the other, and both 
pieces to come out at the collar of his Coat, 
utttering theſe words, Mahumed 7s the Pro- 
phet of God ; and then to joyn together, 
and return to Heaven where 1t was at firſt, 
Mahumed (faith the Legend) prayed God 
toaſliſt him with his Divine Power to do all 
that his Uncle demanded. And the Story 
ſaith, that the Moon preſently, at Mahumed's 
requeſt, came to the midſt of Heaven, and 
divided it ſelf, and deſcended, and did as 
1s above-mentioned. But all this was 
no whit prevailing upon Mahumed's Un- 
cle, who charged him for a Conjurer, 
and imputed to Negromancy, what his Ne- 
phew pretended to be done by the Divine 
_ Power: which occaſioned thoſe words in 
the Chapter of the Moon, The wicked ſay, 
it was a manifeſt Forgery, LO 
Theſe are the greateſt of Mahyumed's Mi- 
racles, and the moſt authentique among the 
Moors; though numbers more are related 
to have been done by him ; ofall which,not 
one witneſs is. produced, nor any reaſon ren- 
dered that might move him to perform them. 
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CHAP. XXII.. 


A ſhort wiew of the ſtate of Chriſtia- 
nity at the time Mahumed began 
his Herefte. How the diviſtons in 
Chriſtian Religion might help up 
Mabumediſm. 


IF we look into the condition of Chriſti- 
$ anity both before and at the time of the 
| breaking forth of Mahumediſm , we ſhall 
diſcern it miferably ſhaken and convuls'd ; 
the principal Heads of Faith oppugn'd and 
renounced by various Herefies, and-the out- 
ward Communion of Chriſtians vilely con- 
fuſed and rent by the conteſting Prelates of 
thoſe days, who minded their own pride 
and pre-eminence more than the peace and 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian Religion. There 
isa Souldier, who 1n his ſcabrous and rough 
Latine, thus deſcribes the ſtate of Chriſtians 
In the time of Conſtantizs: [ Ammianus May- 
cellinus, lib. 21.] Erat ( ſpeaking of that 
Emperour ) ſuper his facilis adimere que 
donabat, Chriſtianam Religionem abſolutanz 
&* ſimplicem anili ſuperſtitione confundens : 
In qua ſcrutanda perplexius, quam compos= 

| nenda 


Fd 


——.— _ = 
nenda gravins, excitavit diſſidia plurima, 
que progreſſa ſuſtus aluit, concertatione Ver- 
borum, ut catervis Antiſtitum jumertis pub- 
licis ultrd citroque diſcurrentibus per Syno- 
dos, quas appellant, dum ritum omnem ad 
ſunm trahere conantur arbitrinm, rei vehi- 
cularis ſuccideret xervos. And lib. 27. Da- 
maſus & Urficinus ſupra hamanum modunt 
ad rapiendam Epiſcopalene ſedem ardentes, 
ſeiſſes ſtudiis, aſperrime conflitGabantur, ad 
aſque mortis vulnerumque diſcrimina adju- 
mentis utrinſque progreſſus : que nec corri- 
gere ſufficiens Viventius, nec mollire coaFus 
ſeceſſit in ſuburbanum : &* in Concertatione 
ſuperaverat Damaſus , parte qua ez favebat 
inſtante. Conſftatque iz Baitlica Sicinini, 


ubi ritzs Chriſtiani eſt Conventiculum, una 


die Centum triginta ſeptem reperta cadaver 
peremptorum : Efferatamque din plebeme 
eere poſtea delinitam. | 

In whici periods our Author ſufficiently 
inſinuates ine diſtracted State of Chriſtiani- 
ty, occaſioned chiely by the haughtineſs of 
thoſe very men, whoſe Office ſtriftly obliged 
them to a clear contrary deportment. But 
the Hiſtorian, by way of Sarcaſe, ſeems to 
Juſtifie their praceedings , ſeeing it was for 
no lower defigne, than that having obtained 
their purpoſes, Ditentaur oblationibus Ma- 
tronarum, procedintque veheculis inſidentes 
circursſpeFe veſtiti, epulas curantes profuſas, 

ade 


(128) 
adeo ut eorum convivia regales ſuperarent . | 
menſas, qui efſe poterant beati revera, ſi | 
magnitudine Orbis deſpet#1, quam vitiis op- 
porunt, ad imitationem Antiſtitum quorun- 
. dum Provincialium viverent s quos tenuitas 
 edend; potandique parciſſime, vilitas etian 
indumentorum, & ſupercilia haumune ſpe- 
 Gantia perpetuo Numini veriſque ejus culto-. 
ribus ut puros commendant &- verecundos. 
But if it be ſuſpeQed that his great hatred 
of the Chriſtians moved this Geztzle to 
animadvert too cenfſoriouſly upon their 
carriage,then it will be reaſonable to enquire 
what others have delivered in this matter, 
whom we mult needs confeſs to be free from | 
that partzality, which we may be jealous of 
in Ammians. 7 
Euſebizs (Lib. 8. &. 1. Hiſt. Eccleſ.) de- 
ſcribing the times immediately antecedent 
Dzocletian's Perſecution, ſaith;*That-through 
too much liberty the affairs of the Church 
began to degenerate into Softneſs and Sloath; 
and Chriſtians fell to perſecute one another || 
with hatred and contumelies, and mutually 
fo wound themſelves with petulant Tongues s 
the people minded nothing but bitter in- 
vedttives, railings, calumnies and reproaches. 
The Governors of the Charch claſhing with , | 
and oppugning one another, drew the Laity 
into ſeditionus pratiſes. Under a ſhew of | 
holineſs, the moſt abominable depravities | 
| a were 
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were committed , and all manner of iniqui- 
ty was aGed under the pretence of Religion. 


The Aſſemblies of Chriſtians grew cold, thin, 
and ſeldom © And when God ſeemed to have 
4 deſigne to open their eyes by the perſecution 
rais d againſt the Chriſtian Souldiers that were 


_ #nder Veturius, yet they werenot at all there- 


with moved, nor took the leaſ® care to ap- 


peaſe Gods wrath, or render him propitions ; 


but as if they thought the Almighty had ta- 
ken no notice of their ſins, they went on 
therein without remorſe, adding new to old. 


. The Paſtors leaving the rule of Godlineſs, fell 


zato hatred, diſcord, threatnings, emulations, 
enmities, &c. among themſelves, minding 
nothing but haughtineſs, aud pride, and like 
Tyrants to ſuppreſs each other. bs 
This was the miſerable condition of the 
Church at the entrance of the fourth Age : 
and to this purpoſe alſo we find Hermias S0- 
Zomen Writing | in Prog. Eccleſ. Hiſt. |] 
where he apelogizeth for himſelf in taking 
notice of the Seditious among Eccleſtaſtick 
perſons about Primacy and Prelation 3 and 
with due reſentment recounts the litigtous 
diſputations which were hotly purſued un- 


der the pretext of Holineſs, and a more per- 


fe& knowledge of God, to the bitter diſtur- 
bance of the Church 3 thoſe things being 


_ then made matter of controverſie, which be- 
| fore were never queſtioned. Sozomer Hiſt. 


Eccl. 
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Feel. lib. 1. cap. 14. The implacable conteſt 


betwixt Gregory the great, Biſhop of Rove, 
and John of Conſtantinople, about the dig- 
nity of Oecumenical Biſhop, which hapned 
about the time of Mahymed, is too noto- 
rious to need to be enlarged upon. 

But to come a little nearer ;. Arabza, 


where Mahaumed firſt appeared,” was faln 


under the peſt of Heretical Do&rines, which 
began in Bery/az Biſhop of the 'Boſtrz'; who 
that he might pervert the Eccleſtaſtick Ca- 
non, fell into various Opinions about the 
Divinity of our Saviour, and the 1mmor- 
tality of the Soul. And though by the 
pains of Origen he was reduced, yet the 
ſpawn of his Hereſie was not quite drid up in 
Mahumed's time. Enſebizs intimates their 
Heterodox opinions, Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 6. cap. 
36. out of which Hiſtorian St. Avg. ( in his 
Treatiſe 'of Herefies ) obſerves , that the 
Arabians generally held, that humane Souls 
periſh - with their - Bodies, and hike them 

ſhould be raiſed at the :laſt, And Darew 
ſaith, in his Commentaries upon that Book; 
how Arabia , 'as alſo its Neighbour Egypt, 


; Ww alwaysfruitful in Hereftes : and as both 


ountries have brought forth Serpents ob- 
noxious to mens bodies, ſo likewiſe Opini- 
Qns dangerous to their ſouls; But, what 1s 
moſt remarkable to our purpoſe, at the very 
time when Arabia was overſpread with the 
= | Xe Here- 


m9. _ 
Herefies among Chriſtians, Mhyred laid 
the foundation, and ſow'd the ſeeds of his 
damnable Impoſturez as Danes obſerves, 
in his Comment. in Auguſt. de Hereſ. 6. page 
202. 
| TheColhridians (ſo called from Col;yri, 
or the wreathed bread which they offered 
to the Virgin Mary ) were at the riſe of 
Mahumed very numerous and prevailing 3 
who, by giving divine honours to the Bleſ- 
ſed Lady, brought no little diſrepute to 
Chriſtianity, by giving Mebxymed (and his 
Partizans ) occaſion to think it guilty of 
Idolatry ; the great fin he at firſt fo zea- 
louſly preach'd againſt. But it had been 
_ well the Colyridians. had been the onely. 
Sect which gave Mahumed opportunity to 
oppoſe Chriſtianity, For there were ma- 
ny more, ſuch as the Jacobites, Neſtorians, 
Melchites, &c. who ſerved to increaſe the 
cry, and which made him ſo often upbraid 
Chriſtian Religion with the Diviſion of its 
_ Profeſſors; who were fo ſeparate in their 
Opinions, that Myhymed thought them to 
be no better than a medley of Fanaticks. 

And that this troubled ſtate of Chri- 
ſtianity was very advantageous to the de- 
 (ignes of this great Deceiver, need not be 
ſuggeſted to the conſedering Reader, &c. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


A further enquiry into the things con- 
ducing . ro Mahumed's adwance- 


T would be too bold an intruſion 1ato 

_ the ſecrets of Providence, to enquire 
why God ſhould ſuffer this monſtrous Im- 
poltor, from fo contemptible a beginning, 
to grow up to be a ſcourge and diſturber 
of- the whole world; which with moſt ſafety 
is to be aſcribed to Bis Power and Wiſdom, 
who makes the worlt of men ſerviceuble 

to his Providence, in making them the Ex- 
_ ecutioners of his anger, which' we may con- 
clude was now fearfully 1ncenſed againſt 
| thofe who had ſoundurtifully prevaricated the 
Heavenly Rule of good life, and had no leſs - 
violated the unity of the Goſpel by Schiſm, 
through their want of Charity, than they 
had proſtituted the Faith thereof through 
Herefte, for lack of Truth. At the firſt 
opening of Mahamediſm, Arabia Felix was 
over-run with all forts of falſe Religions, 
and the Profe//ors of Chriſtianity were then 


very 


—  - 


very negligent in making Profelytes 3 and 
ſo far from labouring the converſion of eti- 
,/ ther Jew or Pagan to the moſt holy Faith, 
that not a few of them had in effect re- 
nounced zt themſelves; having not onely 
called in queſtion, but flatly denied the 
Divinity of the Son of Gods And thoſe who 
were not infected with that damnable He- 
refie, were yet tainted with other Hetero- 
dox opinions, which - made them ſo fattious 
and unquiet, that they gave occaſion to the 
Infidels to ſcoff at them, when they preten- 

ded to be the Subjets of oze whom they 
ſtiled The Prince of Peace. | _— 
The Emperour Heraclizs was grown ſu- 
pine and negligent in the affairs of both 
Religion and Empire. | He was become alſo 
a mizhty favourer of the Jacobztes, having- 
been ſeduced to that Hereſie by the crafty 
inſinuations of 4thana{izs their Patriarch, He 
was likewiſe ſo mightily faln in the eſteem 
of the world, that when he ſent Embaſla- 
 dors to make a peace with Choſroe , the 
haughty Infidel treated them much below 
their Character 3 and art laſt diimiſs'd them 
with this ſcornful anſwer : That unleſs He- 
 rachius would renounce the cruciſt d Galilean, 
whom he worſhipped as God, and worſhip the 
9m , he would treat no further with him. 
He was moreover wholly gtven up to the 
Hereſte of the Mozothelites, which ſpruag 
out 
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' but of the bitter root of oe See, and 


was the laſt of that long and wicked train 
of Herefies, which upon the contempt of 
the Council of Chalcedoz, exceedingly wa- 


| ſted and ruined the Eaſt Church. 


Out of this Hereſie of the Mozothelites 
there wete ſprung 1nfinite extravagant bran- 
ches, which greatly deformed the Church, 
renting its Unity with manifold Schiſms, 
and wounding its F4ith with as many He- 
refies: And God knows what wonld have 
followed, if the Lord, whom they had won- 
derfully wronged by their wanton and wan- 
dring conceits of him, had not, to ſtop the 
courſe and ſtream of their wickedneſs and 


folly, let looſe Mahumediſm to overwhelm 


thoſe firſt, who firſt had moſt wrong'd the 
Saviour of the world ; puniſhing by this 


" violentand wicked Sed, the finful Diviſions 


of Chriſtians : For we fee that the Maha- 
»edan Gonquelts at firſt chiefly ſeized on 
thoſe Regions where Chriſtianity was moſt 
peſtered with Hereſtes. | 
Nor was Heraclizs more remiſs fo ſup- 
preſs Factions in the Church, than Diſcon- 
tents in the State 3 but by his Exactions made 
all ſorts of his Subjects ready to comply 
with any Pretender to free them from their 
preſent preſſure, He had made the Jews 
his implacable Enemies, by his new cruel- 
ties 3 
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ties; being grown unmercifully. ſevere a- 
gainſt them, after-the Magician had warned ' 


him to beware of the Circamciſed: Nation. 
And as to the Chriſtians, their Inteſtine Di- 
_ Viſions were ſo great and many, and the 
Emperour a Patron of the worlt, that they 
were in the next diſpoſition for a Rebellion. 
And in this troubled junqure of aftairs 
Mahumed appeared, promiſing, as ſome lay, 
to reconcile all differences 1n Rel7gzon, 
and to remove all oppreſſtons in civil Govern- 
2ent ; \ pretences not more ſpectous, than 


neceſſary to be made good. But: his me-_ 


thod was very unprobable, while he left all 
to the deciſion of the Sword. And indeed, 
the ſucceſs of his Arms was the chief cauſe 
of theſpreading of his Dodrine ; it having 


ever been the condition of the Conquered, 


to follow for the moſt part the Religion of 
the Conquerours. And I cannot but here 
tell the Reader , that the preſent Mahaume- 
dans make the ſucceſs of their Prophets 
Arms, and ſpreading of his DoFrine,the chiet 
proofs and arguments of the truth of his 
Miſton and Revelations. But enquiring 1n- 
to the cauſes of the enlargement of Maha- 
mediſm, to thoſe already-mentioned, we 
may addethe Impoſtor's ſtrict prohibition of 
all Diſputes concerning his Doctrine, or cal- 
ling any point-thereof into queſtion. Next, 
the keeping his Proſelytes in ignorance, oy a 
EE en. O08 up*- 
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_ . —.;\uppreſſion of the ſtudy of Philoſophy: for 


by putting out this light, he left them deſti- 
tute of all manner of diſcovering the groſneſs - 
and vanity of his Poſptzorrs; And laſtly,the ſen- 
ſtal Liberty allow'd by Mahamed,may be due- 


ly accounted among. the main cauſes of the 


advancement of his Impoſture : for he did not 


grant his SeCtaries only 1n this life a prodt-. 


g100s filthineſfand carnality , but he promi- 


ſed them the like in Paradiſe, as I have be-. 


fore mentioned: And men ( we know) are 
more allured and perſwaded with ſenſual en- 
joyments, whereof they have certain expe- 
rience, than with the promiſes of ſpiritual 


delights, preſented only to their hopes, and 


for which, preſent and ſenſible pleaſures muſt 


' in the mean time be forſaken. But by what 


means ſoever Mahamediſne was at firſt pro- 


moted, we find a learned perſon upon a di- 
ligent calculation of Mahymedans and Ghri- 
ſtians, making the former exceed the latter 


| 1n proportion of $7x to Five. 
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